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RE WAS A SMALL group 

of anarchists in Glasgow as far 

back as 1908. A small group but it 

grew and a peak was reached during 

World War II. After that, steady 
decline. And it’s easy to see why. 

In the old days the fight was 
easier. The enemy was less resource- 
ful, easily identified. His manifesta- 
tions were cruder. He laid his cards 
on the table. The batons were 
drawn. Tanks in the Meat Market. 
Machinegun posts on the GPO roof. 
Starvation wages, soaring rents. 
Anybody could fight that. The evil 
was there to be grappled with. It 
was easy. 

A man with TB has a cough and 
sputum. A cough mixture can stifle 
the cough, a tablet can dry up the 
sputum. Of course the TB remains. 
The bugs are still at work, without 
these manifestations. The bacilli 
still eat the lung. A man is better 
with the racking cough and the 


ceaseless stream of phlegm. At least 
he knows where he stands. He 
knows he’s sick, most likely dying. 
And few men face the truth about 
themselves without changing their 
lives. A man who knows he’s dying 
will do something about it. He’ll be 
a better man for it. 


It's the same in the struggle 
against the State. Trades Unions 
make a good cough mixture. The 
Social Services dry up the sputum. 
And we forget we're dying, being 
eaten adive. 


KNOW YOUR ENEMY 
For like the serpent the State has 


‘RED’ CLYDESIDE 


United Clydeside Shipbuilders Ltd. 
have just been saved by Government in- 
tervention. Here is the first instalment of 
a long analysis (slightly condensed) of 
what is happening to the Shipbuilding 
Industry on the upper reaches of the 
Clyde. We have no idea who the author of 
the article is, but we assume that ‘Joiner 
works in the Shipbuilding Industry. 


LTHOUGH there had been already 

a flow of closures on the Clyde the 
first big sign of trouble came with the 
admission that Fairfields Shipyard was 
also in the red financially. Fairfields was 
temporarily saved through a shotgun 
wedding between Trade Unions, Govern- 
ment and private enterprise with George 
Brown acting as the matchmaker. New 
conditions meant the scrapping of the 
Union Rule Book, the introduction of 
the Clyde Measured Day Work, time and 
motion study and all that goes with it. 
But then, due to the implementation of 
the Geddes Report, a new company was 
formed from all the yards on the upper 
reaches of the Clyde: UCS Ltd. 

The financial arrangement, for workers 
that is, was extremely vague. A new 
charter was drawn up. All one big famjly, 
class collaboration on a scale never seen 
before, promotions ditto, spending ditto. 
However the new problems which con- 
fronted the workers were of an industrial 

S nature, rather than on traditional craft 
issues; the workers were not allowed to 
organise themselves industrially and as 
all the craft organisations were desperate 
fo preserve their separate identities, one 
exception being the black trades who 
went under the orbit of the Boilermakers’ 
Society and Dan McGarvey, all this led 
to much confusion amongst the workers. 
The original Charter was chopped and 
changed to suit one faction after another. 

Stage One of the plan was duly intro- 
duced, down the tide of the Clyde came 
shiploads of industrial engineers with 
stopwatches and an alien jargon. Up to 
date nothing has been achieved by all 
this except expense, and to make these 
experts palatable the workers received an 
interim grade rate. This made those in 
the finishing trades happy as it closed to 
an extent the differential rates which 
exist between them and the black trades. 
Naturally, the Boilermakers did not share 
the same enthusiasm. Shop stewards were 
encouraged to form sundry committees, 
although they had little real control, 
meetings followed meetings and muddle 
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and confusion reigned. 

Then the inevitable’ cropped up: the 
new company of UCS was in financial 
trouble. Thence came Wedgwood Benn 
on a flying visit, who told the workers 
that UCS was not a viable proposition 
and that the Government had no inten- 
tion of putting money indefinitely in it, 
also that it was up to the workers to 
stick in and stop absentecism. However, 
a loan was granted, the Government's 
shareholding then standing at 18%. 
Things went on as usual for a few months 
more, then the UCS board gave out that 
things were desperate again and only 
coppers were left in the kitty. Liquida- 
tion was mentioned. 

Up to Glasgow again came wee Wedg- 
wood Benn, delaying the day of decision 
so as talks could begin, the three main 
participants being the Shipbuilding Indus- 
tries Board, UCS Board of Directors and 
the Joint Council (composed of UCS 
management, Trade Union officials and 
and yard convenors). The Joint Council 
drew up three corporate plans in an effort 
to save the yards and gave concessions of 
accepting redundancies, the wage freeze 
for one year and a possibility of double 
day shift working where considered 
essential to production. The Government 
was to put up a further £9 million pro- 
viding the company could also raise a 
further £3 million—these amounts were 
considered essential to make UCS solvent 
again. The company could not raise the 
£3 million, so at a late stage in the talks 
it looked very black for the future of 
UCS. Nevertheless, after a final mecting 
between the SIB and the Directors of 
UCS a statement was given to the Joint 
Council that things were sorted out and 
that there will be no liquidation and 
there will be review at a later date to 
see what progress was shown. 

The Government now holds 48°, shares 
in the company! How this came about at 
nobody's expense is too much for me to 
explain. But it is clear that if liquidation 
came then, it could not have happened 
at a worse time as ships are worked on 
just now, which carry a heavy penalty 
on them and there are also ships which 
are almost completed. The refloating of 
UCS gives an opportunity to the cm- 
ployers to see what results their work 
study and time and motion experts will 
provide. But what will this mean for 
the worker? 

‘JOINER’. 
(To be continued) 


SCOTTISH EDITIO 


Law and Order in Ireland - Okinawa 
Murder in Fleet St. - Aberdeen Trawler Strike 
All Power to the People—Cornwall Anarchists 


grown wily. It is cunning in the art 
of camouflage. Often it is only with 
great difficulty to be distinguished, 
even by seasoned anarchists. And 
if you can’t see the enemy, you can’t 
fight him. For most it’s much easier 
to believe that there is no enemy. 
Of course spasms come, night- 
sweats, maybe even a trickle of 
blood in the throat or a short, sharp 
pain in the small of the back. No- 
thing to worry about. A little more 
of the mixture as before prescribed 
and a couple of tablets. The disputes 
are settled, amicably. 


Through television the State 
enters every home, skilfully masked. 
Kidding nobody but, at the same 
time, paradoxically, wonderfully re- 
assuring. 

I think this is the root of the 
weakness among the younger anar- 
chists and among the younger mem- 
bers of the Socialist Left generally. 
They know the enemy is there, the 
State. But they cannot always iden- 
tify the State in its manoeuvres. This 
could explain many things. Like 
the mutual hostility with which cer- 
tuin groups ‘regard cogain ther 
groups of the Left. Witness the 
SPGB: they treat fellow socialists 
far more venomously than they treat 
the enemy, when, at lucky moments, 
they manage to corner the enemy, 
that is. 

You go out to do battle like a 
good soldier of the revolution but if 
you're unequipped to identify the 
enemy frustration creeps in. Every- 
body and anybody becomes your 
enemy. Personal differences blossom 
into doctrinal cleavages. You end 
up fighting with your friends, and 
this helps you maintain the illusion 
of being ‘active’. 

Another aspect of this is the 
anomalous position of the students. 


Heading, as most of them are, for 
positions of relative power—in the 
schools, in industrial management, 
in the Socialist Services, positions in 
which, they must know pretty well, 
they will hardly be able to call them- 
selves anarchists—would you not 
say that such young people have no 
conception of the nature of the 
enemy that, as Socialists, they are 
supposed to be fighting? 


A CONDITIONING PROCESS 


Let us take the schools as an example. 

It surely must be self-evident that the 
educational system of an authoritarian 
society like our own will perish with 
this society. It can never bear any re- 
semblance to educational developments 
which may come to birth in a free 
society. Yet students with Socialist and 
even libertarian sympathies commit 
themselves to fostering and promoting 
the authoritarian set-up in the schools. 
(1 am not talking here about corporal 
punishment and everyday bullying and 
coercion. I mean the system as a whole. 
The system based on the artifical division 
between hand and brain. This system 
did not come to birth in a vacuum: it 
owes its existence to the kind of society 
in Which we live ‘Ypilers are necded to 
do the rough work, clerks and bureaucrats 
are needed, masters and managers are 
needed. The old fear was that the toiler 
might become a teacher or a Member 
of Parliament and retain his first loyal- 
tics. This fear was groundless. For this 
mysterious thing, education, is the pro- 
cess by which men lose all their loyalties 
save one—their loyalty to the State, and 
the system which created them. This is 
in fact what the weird mystery is all 
about. It’s a conditioning process. It is 
assuredly not the books and not the 
lectures: what comes from these sources 
is discarded and forgotten once the 
Degree is conferred. It is an unseen 
slide rule ushered into the very psyche 
of man through countless generations 
of dupes, and fostered by man’s unrelent- 
ing fear of his fellow man. It is this 


Maist Marx ? 


system I am talking about, not its sordid 
classroom manifestations.) 

Of course if anarchism is only a state 
of mind, ideas in the head, then one can 
be Prime Minister and call himself an 
anarchist. If anarchism isn’t expressed in 
a man’s life, in his work, then it can be 
nothing more than a hollow sham. 

The weakness and, again paradoxi- 
cally, the strength of the libertarian 
concept today owes a great deal to the 
students. They have grabbed at it like 
manna from heaven. They have pub- 
licised it as never before. They have 
made even TV pundits aware of its 
existence. And because of this—because 
the students have to a great extent 
identified themselves with the libertarian 
ideal (although as I have tried to show 
such identification is often more illusory 
than real) the chances of the workers 
coming towards it seem to have grown 
slimmer. 

So-called anarchists who are striving 
with all their might tg get up on the 
backs of the workers: these anarchists 
whose careers will one day place them 
above the workers—is there nothing 
wrong in this? 

It may be foolish of the worker to 
allow himself to be alienated by the 
students. It may be foolish of the worker 
to distrust the students. 

But isn't it true in reverse? Isn't the 
student alienated by the Wworker"+ Doesrit 
the student basically distrust the worker? 
Isn't the clash here inevitable—a simple 
question of class? 

The workers may be slow in coming 
but they do come into the anarchist 
movement. If more came in there would 
be no problem, for they would shape 
the movement to their own ends, to their 
own needs 

We must be very careful that there 
doesn’t exist a built-in barrier in the 
movement which we are building today, 
a barrier shutting workers out. It has 
happened before. And anarchism be- 

comes as academic as Marxian Dialectics. 
‘Wha kens maist Marx?’ might be an 
entertaining game of an evening. But 
who wants to die playing it? 
FARQUHAR McLay. 
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INCREASED REPRESSION IN EDINBURGH 


A" IF IN RETALIATION to Bill 
Jamieson’s article in FREEDOM 
(31.5.69), in which he suggested that there 
were great possibilities for upheaval in 
Edinburgh, the city fathers of that town 
have announced that municipal house 
rents will go up by an average of 8/- a 
week by next March. About half 
Edinburgh's population ‘suffer’ from 
their housing; 14%, of the population 
live in sub-standard amenity-deficient 
houses (i.e. without a bath or toilet or 
both ectc.)\and another 40%, live in 
municipal houses. 

The Edinburgh squatters last April 
tried to draw attention to the Corpora- 
tion policy of clearing the centre of the 
city and moving people out to the out- 
skirts. Most of the housing estates are 
vast great ghettoes without facilities and 
miles from city life. Many estates have 
been campaigning for community 
centres: a protest march was held recent- 
ly in Craigmillar where they have been 
campaigning for a community centre for 
30 years! 

Craigmillar is a community of over 
40,000. It has no library, insufficient 
shops, no proper sports facilities and 
bus fares to the centre take 12/- weekly 
out of wage packets. Its houses and 
streets are in poor condition with the 
area in a desperate state of decay. 
But the people there are cynical. The 
protest march consisted mainly of 


children, yéung. people and students 
from the University)socialist gocicty. 

The recent rent increases have in- 
furiated tenants. Not only is this the 
second rise within two years, but 
£138,000 has been chopped off the hous- 
ing maintenance account. No more rent 
rebates will be paid by the Corporation 
to people entitled to supplementary 
benefit; 6/- extra is charged on the rent 
for additional wage earners in the family 
and the rents for new houses will be 
50°, higher than the older houses. 

This last innovation has the effect of 
splitting working people into two groups, 
the ones with high incomes getting new 
houses and the unemployed, the aged 
and low income groups will have to put 
up with the crumbling re-lets. 

Politics are at a low level in Edin- 
burgh. People support the Scottish 
National Party or the Labour Party in 


the same terms as they support Hibs 
and Hearts, the Edinburgh football 
teams. Neither party can hope to chal- 
lenge the massive Tory majority on the 
council, which is shared between the 

Conservative and ‘Progressive’ parties. 
The only challenge can come from 
movements within the community and 
this seems farther away than Bill Jamie- 
son indicated’ The official parties are 
effectively containing any early signs of 
revolt as happened in the rents protest 
last year. As far as we know there is 
only one independent tenants associa- 
tion, and that was formed a month ago 
following ‘interference’ from students in 
Craigmillar. There is great potential for 
co-operation between students and parti- 
cularly the militant young people of areas 
like Craigmillar. Mass action seems un- 
likely at present, because despite the 
Continued on page 2 
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NOTICE! 
Information ‘ij4,“been received concerning a 17-year-old 


comrade who has 


curious and disturbing matter. 


Been placed in a mental institution in order 
‘to cure him of his anarchism’. 


We are investigating this 


‘Freedom’ Editors. 
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BOOKS ON 
‘ANARCHISM 


and kindred subjects 


We can get books to order (school 
and technical books included). 
Please supply name of publishers. 


The Conduct of Life 
Lewis Mumford (remaindered) 15/- 
The Condition of Man 
Lewis Mumford (remaindered) 25/- 
The Bars Experiment 
W. David Wills 3/6 
Throw Away Thy Rod 
W. David Wills 18/- 
Looking Backward 
Edward Bellamy (paperback) 4/- 
A Sequal to Looking Backward 
‘ Richard Michaelis 4/- 
Looking Beyond L.A. Geissler 4/- 
Chartist Studies 
(ed.) Asa Briggs (paperback) 21/- 
The Shop Steward Movements and 
Workers’ Control 
Branko Pribicivec 32/6 
Decision Making and Productivity 
Seymour Melman 32/6 
Memoirs of a Revolutionary 
Victor Serge 50/- 
Thoughts on Man, His Nature, 
Productions and Discoveries 
William Godwin 138/- 
Political Justice: Reprint of Essay 
on Property 
William Godwin (paperback) 9/6 
The Anarchists ; 
(ed.) Irving L. Horowitz (paperback) 7/6 
War and the Intellectuals (1915-19) 
Randolph S. Bourne 17/6 
To Hell With Culture Herbert Read 21/- 


POSTAGE EXTRA 
Freedom Bookshop 
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HERE WE ARE! 


Editorial office open Friday, August 1, 
6-8 p.m. and Monday, August 4, 2-8 p.m. 


Note new telephone number: 
BlShopsgate 9249 


New address: 


84B WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
(entrance Angel Allcy), 
WHITECHAPEL, E.1. 
(Underground: Aldgate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, Turn zight 


’ on emerging from station.) 


FREEDOM PRESS and Bookshop 
Opening times: 
Closed Monday, Sunday. 
Tuesday-Friday, 3-7 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m—4 p.m. 


eee 
FREEDOM PRESS 


are the publishers 

of the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will be 
sent on request. 
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Subscription Rates 


(Per year) 


Inland 
‘FREEDOM’ ONLY £1 13s. 4d. 
‘ANARCHY’ ONLY £1 7s, Od. 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 


£2 14s. 4d. 
Abroad 
‘FREEDOM’ ONLY 
surface mail £1 10s. Od. 


airmail (USS8.00) £2 16s. Od. 
‘ANARCHY’ ONLY 

surface mail £1 6s. 

airmail ~ (USS7.00) £2 7s. 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 

surface mail £2 10s. 

Both by airmail 

(US$12.50) £4 15s. 0d. 

‘Freedom’ by airmail, 

‘Anarchy’ by surface 

mail (US$10.50) £3 17s. Od. 


PUBLICATIONS inctude 


Berkman's 
ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+5d.) 


Rocker's 
NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (+4/6) 


Richards’ 
MALATESTA: His Life and Ideas 
Cloth bound 21/- (+1/3) 


Berneri’s : 
NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- (4+-9d.) 


Woodcock's 
THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 


Full list on application. 


0d. 
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SQUATTING ACTIVITIES 


Mytchett Farm 
Caravan Site 


rpHE SITE is in Mytchett, Hampshire, 
and the number of evictions (about 
One per month) is suspicious. The last 
was a family of seven and the father 
decided to fight. He contacted local 
activists, who contacted Reading Squat- 
ters Group. 
the site to meet the gaffer on Tuesday 
but he was ‘out of the country’, ‘have 
no idea where he is’ and ‘at his home’ 
(in that order, from the site warden!). 

The system seems to work this way. 
The families are relieved of £150-£200 
deposit with impossible repayments. The 
cost of services seems to get doubled 
now and again and the ground rent has 
just been increased because of ‘new 
amenities’ including a ‘laundry’ (two 
kitchen sinks!) and a ‘children’s play- 
ground’ (a climbing pole!). Soon the 
families fall behind with their repay- 
ments. The caravans are ‘evicted’ (ground 
rent) and the caravans repossessed, They 
are then quickly resold and the original 
buyers are minus deposit and caravan. 
The whole cycle then starts again. 


A public meeting was held on Thurs- 
day at which 40 of the 200 site tenants 
came to discuss action. A company spy 
was spotted in the audience and was 
followed by two comrades when he left. 
They lost him when he went over a 
fence and into a garden. Half an hour 
later he was back with a cop with 
tales of us preventing him getting into 
his car. Under this cover the company 
bod did a Speedy Gonzales down the 
road! 

Another meeting soon. Details and 
offers of help: Farnborough (Hants) 
43811. 

READING SQUATTERS. 


Manchester 
Squatters 


FTER THE ACTION of Manchester 
Squatters on the Moston Colliery 
Estate, the Corporation stated that fami- 
lies would be moved into the 110 empty 
houses on the estate within a week. How- 
ever, three weeks after this announce- 
ment, the Tenants’ Association contacted 
the Squatters and told us that not one 
house had been filled. 

To draw attention to these houses still 
being empty, the Tenants’ Association 
and the Squatters staged a token squat 
for a few days in an empty maisonette. 
This event did not receive very much 
publicity and neither police nor bailiffs 
even bothered to visit us. 


Fourteen of us were at- 


After this squat, the Tenants’ Associa- 
tion called a meeting, inviting officials 
from the Coal Board and the Manchester 


Council. They did not consider this 
mecting important enough to attend, 
however. 


Another issue which the tenants wanted 
to discuss with the Council was the 
reason why these houses were supposed 
to have been refused by families who 
were offered them. Perhaps it had some- 
thing to do with the rent which the 
Corporation were asking, which was well 
over £5. This is more than families on 
Council estates in Manchester pay and is 
also more than most families can afford. 
At the moment, the tenants on the estate 
all pay a different rent. The method by 
which a person’s rent is determined is 
believed to be related to whether a per- 
son works or has worked for the Coal 
Board, but the actual working of this 
system is rather devious, to say the least. 

However, even the highest rent is no- 
thing like £5, so the tenants are worried 
in case all the rents are to be increased 
to this amount when Manchester Cor- 
poration takes over. 

The tenants are very bitter, both at 
the lack of publicity and the absence of 
any explanation regarding the question 
of rent. They intend to take further 
action on this matter in the near future. 
A protest march is being planned and 
there is some talk of various forms of 
direct action. 

MANCHESTER SQUATTERS. 


No Eviction! 


HERE IS STRENGTH in unity! 

United stand Farnborough Council, 
Housing Manager John Eaton, Aldershot 
magistrates and the local bailiffs. And 
what do they fearlessly face in their 
unity? Caroline Coburn, a 21-year-old 
mother and her three-year-old kid who's 
got the measles! 

Caroline has been separated from her 
husband for nearly three years and lives 
in a Farnborough Council flat. She has 
had letters complaining of irregular and 
non-payment of rent. Finally they got 
an eviction order from Aldershot magis- 
trates on the grounds of one week's 
rent overdue. In fact the only rent she 
then ‘owed” was for the week in which 
the order was obtained. 


Later she was told that she would not be 
evicted if she promised to pay regularly 
in future. This was then reconsidered 
by the Housing Committee who said she 
would be evicted whether she paid or 
not. 

She received a letter signed by Kilby, 
the Assistant Housing Manager, who said 
that she would definitely be evicted be- 
tween July 24 and August 2. There is 


a Council mecting on July 29 and they 
have the power to cancel the order. 
Eaton may not risk this happening and 
order the eviction before the council 
meet. 

Caroline has. decided to resist. She 
has many friends and if the bailiffs come 
they will more than mect their match. 

Those wishing to join the defence rota 
or help in other ways ring: Reading 
65645 or Farnborough (Hants) 43811. 

LARRY. 


East London 


HERE HAS BEEN another lull in 
the fight for the homeless in Ilford. 
The squatters have taken one more 
building in Lockswood Road, which is 
‘adopted’ by Ford shop stewards and 
workers, who have spent yesterday re- 
pairing it. The squatters have also taken 
over a large shop, in Ilford High Road, 
with ample living accommodation above. 
They are using the shop as an informa- 
tion centre.: Tonight there is a television 
confrontation between the squatters and 
the council. : 
The squatters have also decided to 
repair 6 Woodlands Road’ from the in- 
side and to take down the barricades at 
the last moment when a homeless family 
arrives to claim the house. They also 


intend to continue with repair work in - 


a house at Albert Road which 
occupied recently. 

The struggle in Ilford continues and 
help is wanted from comrades who can 
spare the time. 


they 


Brighton Squatters 
Occupy Houses 


MEMBERS OF THE Brighton Rent 

Project and of Ilford Squatters, who 
had specially journeyed to Brighton for 
the occasion, successfully occupied seven 
terraced houses fur the homeless in an 
carly morning raid. The houses in 
Wykeham Terrace, off Dyke Road, be- 
longed to the Army and have been used 
as married quarters. The lot was to be 
auctioned off on July 23 for speculative 
building’. The squatting families have 
been in empty Council houses and court 


orders for evicting them had been 
granted to Brighton Council. The 
occupation of these buildings, three 


stories high and in perfect condition 
with all mod cons, was an excellent move 
on the part of the squatters and the 
organisers deserve all praise for their 
brilliant work. 

There were no hitches (although some 
confusion was caused when two police- 
men were found in one of the empty 


houses—they were just there for a smoke 
and left hurriedly). As soon as the first 
house was opened, squatters swarmed 
through and opened up all the seven. 
Within minutes the first van with a 
family’s furniture arrived and the squat- 
ters, working at top speed and care, 
installed him and his wife, kids, kitten 
and rabbits. By the time press and radio, 
policemen and irate estate agent arrived, 
the occupation was completed. This Jast- 
named gentlemen __ nearly had an 
apopleptic fit when he was refused entry. 

The families and the community spint 

erated by the occasion was tremen- 
soit by the afternoon the children and 
their mothers were sunning on the front 
lawn. 

The Brighton Evening Argus featured 
the squat as its main story using two 
photographs and an_ excellent, sym- 
pathetic and factual report. At 12.30 p.m. 
it was the second item on the BBC news, 
but by 1 p.m. it was ‘unexplainedly’ 
dropped. 

The Brighton Anarchist Group was 
there in force and there was a stream of 
sympathisers offering help. Also many 
local people called, complaining about 
their housing conditions and asking help 
from the Brighton Rents Project, who 
are following up all the complaints 

The Ilford contingents had to return 
on Sunday, but we are told (Monday 
morning) that there has been no attack 
and the barricades are going up. 


LitTLe SWELL. 


CEE BR 
EDINBURGH 


Continued from page 1 
gross inequalities that are so apparent 
in the city there is a lack of tradition 
of militant action. Small protests like the 
squatters occupation aimed at the weak 
spots of the city may be more effective, 
especially during the tourist season when 
Edinburgh tries to look its best; spends 
a fortune on its festival and ignores the 
real needs of the people. 

In the longer term we are Organising 
a conference on Community Action in 
Scotland in Edinburgh in October. At 
present the amount of community action 
of a truly political nature is very limited. 

Anyone actively involved in grass roots 
activity in Scotland is urged to contact 
us in Edinburgh. 

The Scottish Council for Civil Liberties 
is just getting off the ground in Scotland 
and discovering a fertile field of blatant 
injustice and many other groups of both 


liberal and radical intentions will be 
taking part in the conference. More 
details will be available later in the 
summer. 


Tom WOooLLey. 

14 West Preston Street, 

Edinburgh, EH8 9PU. 

031-667 7241 
ees 
WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAV 
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
MSS., LETTERS, MEETING NOTICES 


IS THE MONDAY IN EACH WEEK 
OF PUBLICATION. 
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Anarchist Federation of Britain 


LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS. 
All correspondence to LFA, c/o Freedom Press. 
LAVEND HILL MOB. Contact C. Broad, 
116 Tyneham Road, S.W.11 (228 4086). 
LEWISHAM. Mike Malet, 61B Granville Park, 
S.E.13. (852 8879). 

PORTOBELLO BROAD ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Andrew Dewar, 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place, N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every 
Tuesday. ; 
FINCH'S ANARCHISTS. Regular meetings. Con- 
tact P.P., 271 Portobello Road, W.11. 
BEXLEY ANARCHIST MOVEMENT. Steve 
Leman, 28 New Road, Abbey Wood, S.E.2. Tel.: 
ET 35377. Meetings every Friday, 8 p.m., Lord 
Bexley, Bexleyheath Broadway. ; 

S.W. LONDON ANARCHISTS, Mecting alter- 
nate Wednesdays. Phone Brian 672 8494. 


EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 


Support wanted for numerous activities in area. 
Secretary: Anthony Matthews, 35 Mayville Road, 
London, E.11. Meetings fortnightly on Sundays 
at Ron Bailey's, 128 Baraat mente Ly Ten 
minutes from tonstone Underground. 

Active peice LEYTONSTONE, STEPNEY, 
NEWHAM, ILF‘ » DAGENHAM, WOOD- 
FORD and LIM USE. 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 


Wednesday at Jack Robinson's and Mary 
Exnip weet Rumbold Road, S.W.6 (off King’s 
Road), 8 p. 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 


BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary, 
Peter Le Mare, 22 Hallewelf Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 16. Libertarian discussion groups 
Birmingham, 16. 

BLACKBURN, ‘Global Be aenT c/o BB Books, 
11 Clematis Street, Blackburn, BB2 6JP. _ 
BOURNEMOUTH AREA. Local anarchists can 
be contacted through Nige! Holt, Rossmore, 
Harvey Road, Canford, Wimborne, Dorset. (Wim- 


borne 2991. aS | 
CORNWALL Lo’ 'Pomisx$, Contact Arthur 
Jacobs, 13 Ledrag-ybad, St. Austell, Cornwall. 
Meetings on the second Friday of each month at 
a Pendarves Street, Beacon, Camborne. 7.30 p.m. 
isiting comrades very welcome. 
CROYDON LIBERTARIANS, Meetings every 
2nd Friday of each month. Laurens and Celia 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath, CR4 8QH 
(653 7546) or contact Keith McCain, | Langmead 
Street, West Norwood, S.E.27. Phone 670 2797. 
EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP. Contact 
Melvyn Estrin, 84 Edgwarebury Lance, Edgware, 


Middx. 

HERTS. Contact Val and John Funnell, 10 Fry 
Road, Chells, Stevenage. 

LIVERPOOL ANARCHISTS & SITUATIONISTS. 
Contact Gerry Bree, 16 Faulkner Square, Liver- 


at 1 The Crescent, King Street, ¥ 
MUTUAL AID GROUP. c/o Borrowdale, Car- 
tiage Drive, Frodsham, Cheshire. 
NORTH EAST ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Peter Ridley, 4 Rockclifle Gardens, Whitley Bay, 
Northumberland. Phone 25759. 

NORTH SOMERSET 


8 p.m. 
ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr a Ree at Greea- 
ways, Phene-: 2316. Brisa 
and Maureen Richardson. 
READING (town and university) and WOKING- 
HAM. Contact address: Larry Law, 57 Kiln Ride, 
Wokingham, Berkshire. 
REDDITCH AN AND_ LIBER- 
TARIANS. Contact Dave Lloyd, 37 Feckenham 
Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, wi 
WEST MAM ANARCHISTS. Re; 
and activities contact Mr. T. 
Road, East Ham, E.6. Tel.: 5: 162. 
WOKINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP, c/o Larry 
Law, 57 Kiln Ride, Wokingham. 


ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 


Three-monthly meetings. Groups and individuals 
invited to associate: c/o Peter Newell (see N.E. 
Essex Group). 

Group Addresscs:— 

BASILDON & WICKFORD. Steve Grant, ‘Piccola 
Casa’, London Road, Wickford, Essex. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell, 91 Brook 
Road, Tolleshunt Knights, Tiptree, Essex. Regular 


BISHOPS STORTFORD. Vic Mount, ‘Eastview’, 
Castle Street, Bis! Stortford, Herts. 


CHELMSFORD, (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Puricigh, Chelmsford, 4 
G. John Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 


ing, Essex. 
eee W. Ian Dallas, 18 Brookline Field, 
Harlow and Annette Gunning, 37 Longbanks, 


PoUGHTON. Group. ie. Students’ Union, 
ui 


Loughton College of er Education, Borders 
Lane, Loughton, Essex. 


NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 


pesrelasyy Phil, 8 Stonecroft Road, Leyland, PRS 
AE, 


BLACKPOOL. Contact Christine and Graham, 
Top flat, 4 Ruskin Avenue, South Shore, Black- 


pool. 

BOLTON. Contact Jobn Hayes, 51 Rydal Road, 
Bolton. 

CHORLEY. Contact Kevin Lynch, 6 Garfield 
Terrace, Chorley. 

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE Contact Les 
Smith, 30 Dunkeld Street, Lancaster. Meetings 
Monday at 8 p.m., Phil Woodhead’s, 30 Dunkeld 
Street, Lancaster. Regular literature sales. 


MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. ‘The 
Secretary’, Felix Phillips, 6 Draycott Street, 
Manchester, 10. 


Regular weekly meetings. Contact Secretary for 


venuc. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHISTS. Contact Pete 
Duke, Flat 6, 70 Huskisson Street, Liverpool, 8 
PRESTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Rob Wilkin- 
son, 73 Trafford Street, Preston. Meetings: ‘The 
Weilington Hotel’, Glovers Court, Preston. Wed- 
nesdays, 8 ee 

STOCKPORT. Dave Crowther, t Castle Street, 
Edgeley, Stockport. . 


SURREY FEDERATION 


EPSOM. G. Wright, 47 College Road, Epsom. 
Tel. Epsom 23806. > 

KINGSTON. Michael Squirrel, 4 Woodgate Ave., 
Hook, Chessington, : 
GUILDFORD. Peter Cartwright, 33 Denzil Road, 
Guildford 

MERTON. Elliot Burns, 13 Amity Grove, Lon- 
don, S.W.19, Tel. 01-946 1444 


SUSSEX FEDERATION 


Groups and individuals invited to associate: c/o 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tilsbury, Findon Road, White 
hawk, Brighton. 

BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Nick Heath, Plat 3, 26 Clifton Road, 
Brighton. 

CRAWLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Richard Ashwell, 87 Buckswood Drive, Gossops 
Green, Crawley, Sussex. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
(see details under Student Groups). 


YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 


Secretary: Contact Leeds Group. 
HARROGATE, Contact David Howes, 16 Park 
Parade, Harrogate ‘ 
HULL: Jim Young, 3 Fredericks Crescent, Haw- 
thorn Avenue, Hull. 

KEIGHLEY: Steve Wood, 26B Cavendish Street, 
Keighley. q 

LEEDS: Direct Action Society. Contact Martin 
Watkins, 6 Ebberston Terrace, Leeds, 6, 
SHEFFIELD: Dave Jeffries, c/o Students Union, 
Western Bank, Sheffield, 10. 

YORK. Keith Nathan, Vanbrugh College, Hes- 
lington, York. 


WELSH FEDERATION 


BERYSTWYTH ANARCHISTS. Contact Steve 
Mile 4 St. Michael's Place, Aberystwyth, Cardi- 


ganshire, Wales. 

CARDIVY ANARCHIST GROUP. AD corres- 

ondence tor—Pete Raymond, 18 Marion Street. 
ott, Cardiff. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST CROUP. 

Ian Bone, 18 Windsor Street, U lands, Swansea. 


Weekly meetings at 8 p.m. on ednesdays at the 
Cardiff Arms (in the Strand). 
LLAN: Contact Dai Walker, 6 Liwuynneady 


Read, Ltaneifi, Carm. Tei: Llanelli 2543 


SCOTTISH FEDERATION 


All correspondence to Bobby Lynn, Secretary, 12 
Ross Street, Glasgow, S.E. 
ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS & SYNDICALISTS. 
Contact Ian & Peggy Sutherland, 8 Esslemont 
Avenue, Aberdeen. Regular ‘Freedom’ Sale, 
GLASS ake Visiting comrades welcome. 
ARCHIST GROUP. Rob 
H. Tony Hughes, Top Flat, A 
Park Terrace, Edinberee te bi ty igupca'2 acme 
ERC Nasa D TE 
- Rol ton, 7a Stati > 
Stevenston, Motherwell, pervs ay 
FIFE. and Una Turnbull, 39 § 
iS Os Dnata By Cupar. enone 
NTR ave Coull, 3 Es! errace 
SGU gune™ CAs nasser, ove 
SS-S - Contact David Rod, - 
field, Evanton, Ross-shire, Scotland. ‘sae 


NORTHERN IRELAND é 


BELFAST ANARCHIST GROUP. Meetings every 


Saturday, 2 p.m., 44a U 
floor). “Freedom® aac Arthur Street (top 


SOUTHERN IRELAND 


ALLIANCE OF LIBERTARIAN AND - 
ELST GROUPS IN IRELAND. c/o into, 
ress. 


ABROAD 


AUSTRALIA, Federation of Australian ‘ 
chists, P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South, NEW 2000. 
Phone No, 69-3095. en discussion and Htera- 
ture sale in the Domain—Sunday, 2 -m. Call at 
59 Eveleigh Street, Redfem, NSW 12015 for - 
sonal + tea and overnight accommodation. 
Groupe du journal Le Liderta: 


the Anarchist 
Fourth Street, 


TORONTO LIBERTARIAN - ANARCHIST 
Drive, Wi Ontar: mio, 


UEBEC, Anyone interested in 


wanes Ron Sigler Tel, 489 aoa 
a SPE YW, and Libertarian potp. 
Conde Ree t. “A*, Vancouver 1, B.C. 


fornaeiaan “The Rebel'—please send donation 


NORTHAMPTONSHIR 
forming a group bontaet: 
venor Way, Kettering, 


All those interested in 
Terry Phillips, 40 Gros- 
Northants. 


es 


THE STATE OF N. IRELAND was created in an atmosphere of religious 


_ _ fanaticism and para-military extremism. The right-wing Tory poli- 
ticians of Ulster, demonstrating their loyalty to the crown by preparing 
armed rebellion against it, succeeded in gaining political autonomy in this 
area. The working-class Protestants, deluded by their aristocratic leaders 
and saved from the fate of ‘Rome Rule’, were launched on a path of 
bigotry and discrimination against the Catholic population of Ulster. The 
Catholics, denied their Utopia of an Irish Free State, retreated into their 
ghettoes to lick their wounds and mutter about the injustices perpetrated 
against them by the Protestants. This situation was exploited, of course, 
by those who had gained advantage from it, by those who had vested 
interests in maintaining the status quo—the politicians on both sides of 


the political and religious fence. 
October 5, 1968, in Derry. 


And so the situation remained until 


Derry is an interesting case because it is in fact a microcosm of the 
malaise which besets Northern Irish society. Famous for having under- 
gone the longest siege in British history in 1689 when the walled city held 
out for 15 weeks against the forces of the Papist James II, the city became 
the jewel in Ulster’s crown, the symbol of the Protestant revolution, the 


‘Maiden City’ pure and unravished. 

This explains the importance of Derry 
in the Unionist canon and why they re- 
garded it as vital that it should remain 
unsullied, that is, controlled in perpetuum 
by a Unionist-dominated council. 

There was only one snag—two-thirds 
of the population were anti-Unionist. 
This led to the development of an ambi- 
valent attitude on the part of the 
Unionist Government. Because of the 
historical importance of Derry it was 
necessary to retain control of it at all 
costs, and because of the antipathy of 
the people of Derry to Unionism it was 


(and incidentally had made millionaires 
of the McDonald family, the majority 
sharcholders!), was not enough. But not 
so! 

The following week, the company was 
interviewing its sacked workers—this 
time under the name of ‘Monarch Elec- 
tric’, a new company—and within a 
month was back in operation. There 
were differences, however. The new 
name meant that the company was able 
to con another few hundred thousand 


DERRY : 


quiring new homes comes to more than 
70%, of the population! Realising the 
futility of appealing to the corrupt local 
politicians, where even a bribe was of no 
use unless you were of the right political 
persuasion, the people took matters into 
their own hands. Eleven homeless fami- 
lies squatted in the Guildhall for five 
weeks last November. Of course the 
politicians screamed about blackmail, 


Soringboart 
of the Struggle 


was his denunciation of the October 5 
march. When no one paid any attention 
to him, he took part in the march hoping 
to salvage something, but it was too late. 

Notable by his absence on October 5 
was another politician—John Hume, 
director of a salmon canning firm. 
Several days after the marchers had been 
batoned into the ground at Duke Street, 
Hume had a meeting in the City Hotel 


necessary to maintain the city in a de- 
pressed condition of high unemployment 
and bad housing, since to do otherwise 
would be to give aid and succour to the 
‘disloyal’ elements in the community. 
Yet, in spite of the obvious economic 
and social difficulties which such policies 
imposed on the people, the result has 
been worthwhile in that the people of 
Derry have had their eyes opened to the 
sham that is Parliament and, by taking 
to the streets, have come to realise that 
power lies in the hands of the people, 
not the wheeling and dealing politicians. 
The overall effect has been revolu- 
tionary in the true sense of the word, and 
the following examples, showing the de- 
veloping consciousness of the people, 
demonstrate clearly the importance of 
Derry in the development of the Revo- 
lution, that it is from Derry, in fact, that 
initial revolutionary activity will occur, 
spreading to other centres later. 


LOW WAGES 


In 1954 a Government-advance factory 
was taken over in Derry by Birmingham 
Sound Reproducers on the usual terms— 
rent-free and rate-free for 10 years, 45%, 
grant towards new machinery, as well as 
wages £3-£5 p.w. lower than in Britain. 
Workers, needless to say, were not well 
treated. Union activity was discouraged 
by none-too-subtle intimidation and acti- 
vists were sacked, usually for bad time- 
keeping or time-wasting in the toilet! 

In October 1964, ten years after it 
opened (surprise, surprise!) the workers 
were given thirty minutes’ notice that the 
factory was to close and were paid a 
week's wages in lieu of notice. It would 
appear that the quality and output of the 
Derry worker which had made the name 
BSR well-known in the electronic world 


from the Government, by closing down 
for a week or so they were able to get 
rid of ‘trouble-makers’ who were not re- 
hired, and on re-opening they began to 
employ women at a wage 35%,-509%, lower 
than the men’s—this in a city where 189%- 
22%, of the men (and only 4% of the 
women) are habitually unemployed. 

Naturally the workers’ conditions be- 
came much worse, and when the com- 
pany began to replace men on the 
assembly-line with 15-year-old boys (who 
were paid 1/10} an hour!), the workers 
revolted. They went on strike several 
times, were sold out by their unions, and 
began to sabotage the factory by taking 
away pockets full of screws, small parts, 
etc., which they threw away once out- 
side, The management decided to teach 
the workers a lesson and in January 1966 
did a repeat of their 1964 trick of closing 
the factory. But they made the mistake 
of giving the workers half an hour's 
notice. The workers wrecked the factory. 

It is a sign of the developing con- 
sciousness of the Derry worker that now 
he knows he is being exploited and is 
not prepared to accept it. The industrial 
workers and trainees marching from 
Maydown to the city centre in November 
to defy Adolf Craig’s ban were calling 
for one man one job and for the workers 
to be given the right to control their 
own lives. Having realised their power 
in the streets, the people are beginning to 
become aware of the power of workers’ 
control in the factories. 


HOUSING 


Housing in Derry is a scandal. There 
are over 2,200 families on the waiting 
list and when taken together with those 
families living in substandard or down- 
right inhuman conditions the number re- 


disruption of corporation business and 
so on. But the families were given 
houses. 

Since then squatting has continued on 
a greater scale as more and more families 
saw it as the answer to years in a hovel. 
At present thirty families have moved 
into houses owned by the Ministry of 
Defence and empty since January be- 
cause of the inability of the Ministry 
and the Corporation to agree on a price. 
The squatters have organised themselves 
into a defence committee, set a fair rent 
(50/- a week) and have had the minions 
from the local council scurrying around 
to inform them that they were responsible 
for the rates (although empty property 
is unrateable). 

The main instigators of the squatting 
activity are the Derry Labour Party, a 
group of militants whose attitudes and 
policies bear no relation whatsoever to 
the tired and ineffectual ramblings of the 
NILP; they are more concerned with the 
plight of the homeless and dispossessed, 
showing how they are exploited by the 
system and pointing out ways of hitting 
back. So far they have been eminently 
successful. 


THE POLITICIANS 


Politically, Derry used to be a typical 
example of the Orange-Green polarisa- 
tion. McAteer, the local MP, would 
appear every five years on a platform 
draped with a tricolour, mouth a few 
platitudes about Irish freedom and the 
corruption of Unionism, and having 
secured the Catholic vote, would dis- 
appear until the next election. His 
business interests in accountancy and a 
travel agency meant he had no time to 
spare for the people who had been duped 
by him, but the final nail in his coffin 


with a few other businessmen and jumped 
on the bandwagon by announcing that 
they (the businessmen) had formed a 
Citizens’ Action Committee to act on 
behalf of the oppressed people of Derry 
and that he, Hume, was the spokesman. 
From then on the tragi-comedy deve- 
loped at full tilt, with politicians like 
Hume talking about ‘the rights of the 
people’ and so on, yet as soon as the 
people began to take matters into their 
own hands, he would immediately back 
down and sell out (as he sold out Free 


Derry in January on the orders of Neil 
Farren, Bishop of Derry).* 

The elections came in February and 
the people of Derry rejected the blatant 
sectarianism of McAteer. Hume, having 
used the CR movement as a springboard, 
achieved his political ambition and was 
elected to Parliament where all his ‘acti- 
vities’ (ic. talking) now take place. 
Anyone who attempts to institute action 
outside Parliament is denounced by 
Hume as a trouble-maker ‘who is using 
the CR movement for political purposes’. 
Mr. Hume being an ex-clerical student 
should scarcely need reminding of the 
parable of the mote and the beam. 

Since his clection he has begun to 
show himself in his true colours. When 
the people in Hooker Street were being 
intimidated by baton-happy RUC men 
Hume said: ‘They are only hooligans, let 
the police handle it. When the Unionist 
Government announced its ‘reforms’, 
Hume said they were ‘reasonable’. Hume 
believes that because the Unionist MPs 
listen to him at Stormont, instead of 
making their usual exodus to the mem- 
bers’ bar, he has achieved something. 
ACTION BY THE PEOPLE 

The people of Derry know what he 
has achieved—nothing! The people of 
Derry know that any changes that have 
come about have been as a result of 
action taken by the people themselves. 
It is too much to expect that in the short 

period of time since October 5 the people 
of Derry should have developed their 
political consciousness to the extent of 
being able to see Parliament as it really 
is—a sham and a farce. But having dis- 
posed of one hack politician they find 
that they have merely replaced Tweedle- 
dum by Tweedledee. Hume's policy of 
inaction has not endeared him to the 
people of Derry and the most commonly- 
heard complaint there is ‘politicians are 
all the same’. 

The people of Derry can react to this 
in one of two ways. Either they can sink 
back into the apathy which allows the 
politicians to live off the backs of the 
people, or they can reject the duplicity 
of the politicians and decide to control 
their own lives. 

Having seen the workers become aware 
of being exploited, having seen the home- 
less successfully challenging the authori- 
ties, having seen the people realise that 
they do have power, I believe they will 
choose the latter course. In doing so, in 
rejecting political chicanery, in rejecting 
centralised bureaucracy, Derry can act 
as a catalyst for revolution, demonstrat- 
ing that power does lie in the hands of 
the people, and it is to themselves that 
they must look for their freedom. 

COLUMBANUS. 


*Dr. Farren, Bishop of Derry and ex- 
blueshirt, has subsequently endeared 
himself to his loyal flock by touring the 
ghettoes by Rolls Royce, accompanied 
by Protestant clerics. 


EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO TYRANNY 


TYRANNY, a study in the abuse of 
power, by Maurice Latey. Macmillan, 
50/-. 


HIS IS A survey of tyranny through 
the ages, from the ancient Grecks 
to the twentieth century, with a study of 
the lives and deeds of many tyrants, 
how they came to power, how they held 
it and sometimes lost it. The point of 
view of the author is liberal-conservative- 
Christian. It is a study in the abuse of 
power. The need for power is not 
seriously questioned. To Mr. Latey a 
tyrant is a ruler whose authoritarianism 
exceeds the limit permitted by law and 
custom in his particular society. 

To an anarchist this is a very milk- 
and-water sort of approach, nevertheless 
if you want an easy-to-read survey of 
tyranny in all its aspects, without 
sociological jargon, this is the book for 
you, 

It does not analyse the matter deeply, 
as Wilhelm Reich did in his Mass 


Psychology of Fascism, now regrettably 
out of print. The author does occasion- 
ally enter the realm of psychology. The 
fathers of some tyrants, Napoleon, 
Franco, were unsatisfactory. Rousseau, 
predictably, is blamed for modern 
totalitarianism. (Oddly enought Napoleon 
himself began the fashion of blaming 
Rousseau, which was a pretty piece of 
cheek.) 


I find Mr. Latey’s conservative point 
of view hard to take, but he is right 1 
feel when he warns against conspiracy 
theories. Conspiracies happen, but it is 
safer to disbelieve rumours of them, even 
on the off-chance of occasionally missing 
one that really exists, than to live in 
constant tate of them. This state of 
anxicty favours the dev 
ac clopment of 


As an introduction to the subj i 
book may serve well enough, ee ia 
problem deserves a ‘ 


treatment. AWU 
A 
ar 
a 
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much more analytic | . 


a ees 


Law and Order in Ireland 


E STRENGTH of the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary is 2,993 men and 61 
women. To ‘help’ them they have 10,000 
B-Specials, part-time auxiliaries. Al- 
though the police have stated that they 
would like ‘to have a third of the force 
RC’, at present 90.29% are Protestant and 
100% of the B-Specials. Both bodies are 
armed. The specials are not even re- 
quired to have licences for their own 
private arsenals. The specials have no 
identification and at present most of the 
police don’t bother to wear numbers— 
the Minister of Home Affairs having 
stated that he sees no real need for them 
to—they cost the Ulster taxpayer £7 
million a year, what does he get for his 
money? Qualifications to become a 
member of this illustrious force are not 
noticeably very high. 


them a sort of written test’. 809 of the 
police are ex B-Specials whose training 
for regular police work consisted of one 
month’s training at Enniskillen. 


Well, he firstly has the pride of living | 


under some of the most repressive pieces 
of legislation in the world, the envy of 
South Africa. Most must be aware by 
now of the incredible Special Powers 
Acts, which allow the police to arrest on 
‘suspicion’ that a crime might be com- 
mitted, detain incommunicado, without 
recourse to a lawyer, a trial or even be- 
ing charged. It is for the ‘suspect’ to 
prove his innocence, no easy matter if 
you don’t even know what you've been 
charged with. You can be flogged, and 


if by any chance you die, an inquest can } 
be refused if the police so desire. Under | 
the powers vested in him the Minister 


can prohibit newspapers, gramophone re- 
cords and even strikes. Meetings, | 
marches, demonstrations are of course 
liable to be banned, while your premises } 
can be searched without a warrant and 
anything confiscated. The new Public 
Order Amendment Act will make those 
who occupy public buildings or hold sit- 
downs liable for between six months and } 
two years in prison. Not surprisingly the 
International Commission of Jurists have 
condemned it as ‘shocking’. 


What is not so well realized is that in 
the south this repressive legislation is 
very closely paralleled. The Offences 
Against the State Act of 1939 allows in- 
ternment indefinitely without trial, while 
the ESB bill is an incredible piece of 
anti-trade union legislation. Moreover, 


‘Well it helps if _ 
they can read and write and we do give | 


the proposed Criminal Justices Bill soon 
to go through the Dail, despite desperate 
opposition, will mirror Ulster’s Public 
Order Bill. But the forces of ‘law and 
order’ do not stop at merely aping each 
other's legislation, for in a true spirit of 
camaraderie they stretch their hands 
across the border for some truly remark- 
able co-operation. There are many in- 
stances of people being bundled over the 
border by one force to ‘oblige’ the other, 
although this has been declared ‘uncon- 
stitutional’ in 1965, and at present both 
the guardai and the RUC are attending 
courses on riot control and having jolly 
film shows of how fellow ‘riot con- 


trollers’, such as Mayor Daly’s gallant 
band, work. New ‘equipment’ has been 


bought by both forces, including the 
well-loved water cannons, trendy new 
visored helmets and cuddly doggies. It 
won't be long before we will see the gas 
and mace used to ‘control over-exuberant 
crowds’! 

Both bodies too have a reluctance to 
push themselves into the limelight. After 
the police riot in Derry on January 5 
when a large band of police, many drunk, 
beat up the Leckie Road Inspector 
Baillie of (surprise, surprise) the RUC 
conducted an investigation which now 
makes up 96 volumes and reluctantly 
indicts the police. The Minister of Home 
Affairs has declined to make it public 
and says at the same time that the recent 
‘amnesty’ applies to the police also. Like- 


wise, there has been no trace of the 
police ‘investigation’ into the police bru- 
tality outside the Shelbourne Hotel in 
Dublin when Sein Feiners were arrested 
and smashed up. In the south however 
the forces of law and er are do cate 
at some things. By and large i 
guardai are more brutal than the RUC 
(hard though it may be for some to be- 
lieve it) and their special branch are cer- 
tainly far more efficient than their 
northern counterparts, who mainly rely 
on amateurish mail opening, telephone 
tapping and petty bribery to obtain their 
‘information’. Their political sophistica- 
tion is none too great cither—a senior 
officer on being informed that one of 
those arrested was a ‘trotskyite’ (sic) said 


‘Ah, that’s one of them anar- 
Thcir attempts to ‘pene- 
Is of PD are often pathe- 
i they have their 
tically funny, although y 

i sinister overtoncs. Since all PD 
meetings are open to everyone and we 


are well used to secing gentlemen in 


w macs sitting quietly at the 
tack: was would have thought that there 
was no need to put the frighteners on 
young attenders and to bribe them to 
‘report’ on the mectings, this they gener- 
ally do by threatening to do a member 
of the would-be informant’s family ora 
close friend unless information 1s forth- 
coming, old charges are raked up and a 
derisory sum of moncy usually offered. 
Up to date their ‘results have been to 
say the least negligible, since there are 
no secrets to be ‘discovered’. 


knowingly, ‘Ah 
chists, isn’t it?” 
trate’ the counci 


7\ The B-Specials are a much more 


| serious problem. An armed, totally sec- 
‘tarian force, they have been heavily 


| ienplicated in the infamous Burntollet 
} ambush (see book of same name by Egan 
‘| & McCormick) where over seventy of 
| them took part; in the Paisley ‘capture’ 


of Armagh, where five were accidentally 
arrested for carrying guns and are in 
grave danger of being involved in the 
recent acts of sabotage on the reservoirs 


4 and pylons. Yet the government is un- 


willing and perhaps unable to do any- 
thing about disbanding them. This might 
prove dangerous, for as in any other 
banana republic the junta is always in 
danger of a coup by the armed forces. 
Mainly Paisleyite by inclination, they 
represent a very real threat to the more 
patrician unionist clique. Certainly while 
they are in existence and the police con- 
tinue to show such partiality in ‘riot con- 
trol’ the government can expect no con- 
fidence from the RC minority. In the 
past the unionists knew this and didn’t 
give a damn, for has not Ulster ‘a Pro- 
testant Parliament for a Protestant 
people’. The higher RC birthrate has 
always been countered by ensuring a 
continually high annual emigration rate. 
Now the ‘welfare state’ means that fewer 
go, and so the ‘minority’ gets bigger and 
bigger. To many a diehard Orangeman 
this is a terrible Trojan horse. The 
smarter ones are attempting some entente 
and the activities of the police are a real 
hindrance to this. Only time can tell 
whether ‘law and order will be tamed 
here, but for many time is running out. 


EDWARD Jones. 


ny 


THE IRISH GENERAL ELECTION 


PITE THE DISAPPOINTING 
results of the Irish General Election, 
a number of promising new trends 
emerge quite clearly. The results are 
nevertheless a great disappointment to 
all those who have fought against the 
attempts of Fianna Fail to throttle free- 
dom of dissent through the Criminal 
Justice Bill and to put a halter around 
the freedom of trade union organisation 
with the Trade Union Bill and Industrial 
Relations Bill. The final results were 
Fianna Fail 75, Fine Gacl 50, Labour 18, 
Independents 1, compared to the position 
at dissolution—Fianna Fail 74, Fine Gael 
46, Labour 18, Independents 3 and vacant 
3. The results of the 1965 General 
Election—Fianna Fail 72, Fine Gael 47, 
Labour 22 and Independents 3. Thus the 
election would appear to be a setback for 
the Labour Party and a victory for the 
two conservative parties. 

The breakdown of the Labour results 
shows the development of a new trend in 
Dublin. Labour Party results in the 
Dublin area since 1961 show: 

1961 General Election—3 MPs 
1965 General Election—6 MPs 
1969 General Election—10 MPs 

Thus in Jess than 10 years the Labour 
Party has trebled its number of MPs in 
the Dublin area. Taken together while 
the Labour Party obtained 27.27%, of its 
parliamentary support from Dublin after 
the 1965 Election, following the recent 
election it obtained 55% of its parlia- 
mentary support from Dublin. This is 
nothing short of a phenomenal change 
when considered against proportional re- 
presentation which militates against 
dramatic upswings and downswings. 
Nationally the Labour vote increased 
from 17%, to 199%. 

_ The reasons for this dramatic change 
In support from rural to Dublin lies in 
(a) the gerrymandering of constituencies 
which took place recently, and (b) a filthy 
ted smear’ campaign launched against 
the policies of the Labour Party by 


Fianna Fail and acquiesced in if not 
supported by Fine Gael. This was be- 
cause of the left swing in Labour policies 
following the conference in January 
which set itself firmly against another 
coalition with Fine Gacl. The reaction 
from both of the conservative parties 
succeeded in frightening some of the 
rural Labour voters. The last-minute 
intervention on behalf of the Labour 
Party by a number of leading figures in 
Irish agriculture obviously was too late 
to have any counter effect. 

While the ‘red smear’ was successful 
in rural areas, it rebounded in Dublin 
where Dr. Noel Browne was returned 
after a spell of absence, coming second in 
a 3-seat constituency and Dr. Conor 
Cruise O'Brien was elected on the first 
count. The trend in Dublin is consistent 
and indicates a polarisation of class 
forces. Immigration of young workers 
from the rural areas who are not prey 
to Fianna Fail’s smear campaign is also 
evident, while depopulation of rural areas 
leaves a population behind who are prey 
to Fianna Fail’s propaganda. This swing 
behind Labour in Dublin is for these 
reasons likely to harden in the future. 
The polarisation of class forces is 
summed up in the People’s Democracy 
slogan: ‘Tories out—north and south’. 

The final death of civil war politics is 
a third visible trend. Up to 1948 the civil 
war issues of 1921 dominated Irish poli- 
tics. Since then they have been slowly 
dying, this election they were not visible 
at all. Economic issues dominated the 
election from the first leaflet to the last 
exhortation, 

Finally it is important to note the 
change of calibre in the Labour MPs 
elected. In the past the Labour MPs re- 
presenting rural areas had a large per- 
sonal vote. This vote deserted them on 
this occasion because for the first time 
the Labour Party was putting forward 
the comparatively advanced policies of 
its programme ‘New Republic’. Instead 


of men like Dr. Noel Browne being in a 
small minority in the parliamentary 
Labour Party, he has been joined by 
Dr. Conor Cruise O’Brien, David Thorn- 
ley, Justin Keating and Barry Desmond. 
While the Labour Party has lost worth- 
while men like Tom Kyne, these new 
faces that have come into the Dail can 
be said to represent the Irish New Left 
of recent years. 

This is a brief analysis of the results 
and some readers will be wondering what 
is it for Anarchists? Does it matter 
whether Fianna Fail, Fine Gael or 
Labour is elected? They are all political 
parties, all believe in the master-slave 
wages system. None of them will tackle 
the class hierarchical structure of society. 
Very true indeed, but it would be short- 
sighted in the extreme to ignore the 
General Election results. As I have said, 
there is a polarisation of class forces tak- 
ing place in Ireland, north and south. Like 
a thermometer in warming water the 
Election results reflect the depth of social 
struggle taking place. And Fianna Fail 
prepares its repressive legislation, they 
had a setback in the massive defeat of 
their proposal to abolish Proportional 
Representation last October. Now, how- 
ever, they have been given a regrettable 
new lease of life and I use the regrettable 
quite intentionally. The best organised 
reactionary forces in Ireland are in 
Fianna Fail, this should not be over- 
looked. This is the importance of the 
election of Bernadette Devlin and Conor 
Cruise O’Brien. I would not pretend that 
they do any more than that. The class 
struggle will continue, the struggle for 
civil rights will continue. In the west of 
Ireland civil rights associations have 
grown up around the slogan ‘One man, 
one job’. To which the Anarchist adds 
‘One man, one man in society, one mem- 
bership card in the decision-making 
process of society’. 

The trend towards amalgamation of 
the conservative forces is indicated by 


the post-election editorial in the Fine 
Gael paper Irish Independent. This joined 
in the Fianna Fail hurrah in lambasting 
the ‘new’ socialist policies of the Labour 
Party. The calibre of the new Labour 
MPs will speed the process. 

Fianna Fail and Fine Gacl, the Home 
Rulers, driven first to separatism then to 


Republicanism by a shortsighted British 
class. These people, the Home Rulers 
and the Unionist Party, have much more 
in common with each other than cither 
of them have with the rising civil rights 
movement for housing, for jobs, for 
votes, for a stake in the society to which 
they are born in the West, in Dublin, 
Derry, Cork and Belfast. 

The various Civil Rights associations 
should hold a National Civil Rights 
Congress to emphasize their unity of 
Purpose against the Tories—Orange and 
Green. 


DAvID PICKETT. 


SE ER} 


Palermo Fascists 


Throw Bombs 


ECENTLY the political squad from 

Police HQ and the local Carabinieri 
have been very ‘concerned’ about young 
comrades, imprisoning some and then 
releasing them after the customary day 
of interrogation and the usual house 
search. 

Don't be too ready to connect these 
occurrences with the recent explosions 
of bombs and thunder-flashes which have 
disturbed this Sicilian city. From the 
way the investigations were carried out 
and the nature of the imprisonments we 
believe that this is a definite campaign 
of intimidation, against which we should 
act. 

As _ everybody knows (since the press 
and TV have been full of it), a few 
squalid little fascists have been caught 
red-handed, and, reluctantly, the police 
were forced to prosecute them, 

Long before their arrest, however, the 
CID knew very well that these delin- 
quents kept in their den that arsenal 
which has now, in fact, been ‘discovered’, 
For, to judge from the ‘courteous atten- 
tion’ which has been focussed on our 
group, nothing could escape the eye of 


the political squad, and besides, the 
young members of MSI and similar or- 
ganizations have made frequent public 
appearances armed with chains, iron 
clubs, various weapons, and Molotov 
cocktails. So one doesn’t need to give 
the police credit for particular acumen 
to believe that they have known for a 
long time who were the originators of 
the violence carried out against things 
and people by these worthy emulators of 
the fascist old guard, and their arrest was 
inevitable, 

We have a theory, backed up by the 
nature of the interrogations which our 
comrades have undergone that, initially, 
the police—on the one hand alarmed at 
the size to which our group has grown, 
and on the other completely ignorant of 
the nature of anarchism and anarchists— 
hoped that some young comrade would 
allow himself to be influenced by the 
explosions’ and would try the same thing 
himself. Then they could have blamed 
ne whole group for this one act, and 
aries eae Out to be responsible for 

us explosions too, 


Continued on page 5 
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~ not 


she asks, 


“I wish to display m 
purchase something” : 
I only buy from Protestants,” 


Teplies the 


“Lady, I am a Sikh.” 
The old woman then 
retorts: 
“Aye, 


It is felt by most working- 
folk that mankind Boece 
two groups—Protestant and Rona . 
Catholic. The job of an Anarchist in 
such a society is to state truth fe 
attack falsity. He must challenge the 
myths of religion, propagated b 
ligious leaders so as to play ints iG 
Panis of th o the 
ands of those who own and rule, by 
explaining to working people that’ the 
real division is between those who 
exploit and those who are exploited. 

The roots of sectarian division in N 
Ireland go as far back into th ; 
the 17th centu sie oan 

, Ty, when the country was 
planted In areas with English and Scot- 
tish settlers of various Protestant view- 
points, the two main groups being 
Episcopalian _ and Presbyterian. The 
native inhabitants thought of them as 
being forcign usurpers who had no right 
to be on Irish soil. As time went past 
the idea of their being foreign gradually 
submerged but they were still dis- 
tinguished by their religion as the group 
which supported English rule and the 
suppression of Irish Nationalism. 

The Way in which land was granted 
originally to the settlers was usually in 
the form of large estates which were 
either bought by rich gentlemen, or were 
granted to them for services rendered to 
the state. These landowners brought 
Tetinues of servants from their home 
territory, who were also Protestants. 
Their new estates were then divided up 
into farms which were worked and 
rented by their servants. As time passed 
many of these farm workers were able 
to purchase these farms from their land- 
lords, and so the Protestant community 
grew. Also the poorer land which had 
bcen claimed by the settlers, 
although it still remained in the hands 
of the original Roman Catholic Irish, in 
many cases was not enough to support 
expanding families. Thus it came about 
that RCs returned to land taken over by 
Protestants where they were employed 
as farm labourers. 

Now the majority of Protestants did 
not hold or own land but were also 
employed by their co-religionists as farm 
labourers. Their plight was almost as 
bad as their Roman Catholic neighbours, 
but they felt that they must support the 
position of their landlords because if 
they did not show Protestant solidarity 
in the face of their slightly more down- 
trodden RC neighbours, rebellion would 
be encouraged, and this could lead to a 
Protestant massacre. Thus the property- 
owning class found it to their advantage 
to give fodder to religious distrust as it 
blinded the eyes of the workers of all 
the religious groups to the fact that they 
should be engaged in a class struggle 
against exploitation. The clergy also 
benefited indirectly from religious antag- 
onism as both sides thought it an act of 
loyalty to their respective race traditions 
to support the faith of their fathers. 

This poem illustrates the feelings of 
Roman Catholics for those who deserted 
their religion in order to become Prot- 
estants for the advantage of being able 
to climb the ladder of material advan- 
tage: 


looks very 


They sold their souls, 
For sugar rolls, 

And bread, 

And hairy bacon. 

The Protestant upper and middle 
classes encouraged a chauvinistic frame 
of mind in their ‘Protestant Peasantry’, 
to recompense them for lack of power 
and wealth, by preaching the master 
race myth to them and unfortunately 
they swallowed it willingly enough; if 
you can spit on someone lower than 
yourself your plight is not too bad! 
One Protestant self-glorification-type 
poem goes: 

Three hundred years ago, 
Our founding fathers, 
With farthing fists, 
And thistles in their eyes, 
Laid foot upon this shore, 
Bibles for bibs, 
And bloody pikes for rattles, 
And tombs for keeps, : 
There was no time for wedding, 
The banns were bloody red, 
Calvin and Culverin sang the 

cradle song, 

romwell made the bed. 
Bey came the famous ‘Battle of 


t . 4 
the front door er Pi ene with a standard battered 


Wares for your 
sal 


Ireland and it goes like this: 


use in a Belfast working class 


Salesman knocks it i 
K upon the door and it is 
looks at him with suspicion. 


perusal in the hope that you may 


esman politely. 


ts," Says the old woman 
explains the salesman. 


closely at the Indian gentleman and 


but are you a Catholic or a Protestant one?”’ 


the Boyne’ when James II lost the 
English throne to William of Orange. 
James, thinking to exploit the hatred of 
all things Protestant and English which 
lay on the hearts of the dispossessed 
RC Irish, promised to better their plight 
if they raised an army to help him fight 
William and regain his throne. He 
arrived in the port of Kinsale with 
Promises of French support and in a 
short time raised a rebel army. This 
army marched to mect King William at 
the Boyne where it was defeated, to the 
great delight of Northern Protestants. 
Retaliatory measures were then instituted 
against the RC population in the form 
of very harsh penal laws, designed to 
prevent them from ever again becoming 
powerful enough to challenge English 
interests. 

However as the population of N. 
Ireland grew, commercial and indus- 
trial centres came into being and the 
city of Belfast, as a marketing and 
industrial area with a fine shipping port, 
became very important by mid-18th 
century. The citizens, newly-attracted 
from the rural areas controlled by 
avaricious Protestant landlords, were of 
all religious denominations, Catholics, 
Protestants and Dissenters. By the 
second half of the 18th century Belfast 
had earned the title of ‘The Athens of 
the North’, as a tribute to the citizens 
for their aspirations in regard to liberty 
and love of culture. Their liberalism 
was demonstrated by the way in which 
they celebrated the success of the break- 
away American pioneers from the 
domination of English rule, and their 


_rejoicings for the victories gained by the 


workers during the French Revolution. 
The fall of the Bastille was celebrated 
in July 1790 by a march through the 
town to a banquet in the White Linen 
Hall and two years later this event was 
commemorated in Belfast by the majority 
of the city’s population. When Thomas 
Paine (1737-1809) published The Rights 
of Man, its theories were as nectar to 
Belfast people and it was known jest- 
ingly as ‘The Koran of Belflescu’. In 
those days Belfast Protestants did not 
hate their RC neighbours as the majority 
do now and, as a proof of this, the 
town’s first Catholic chapel, St. Mary's, 
was built with the financial help of the 
Presbyterians. Also the people of Belfast 
were probably the most vociferous in 
their denunciation of the restrictions 
placed by the penal laws on Catholics. 

Eventually there came into existence in 
Belfast a society known as the United 
Irishmen which was pledged to the 
liberation of Ireland from the land- 
owning classes, and the destruction of 
the English connection. However this 
society was eventually suppressed by the 
English army and its supporters—the 
landowners. The inhabitants of Belfast 
were terrorised into a state of submission 
by a series of barbaric executions and 
free speech came to an end. England 
was at war with the French at this time 
and there was a great demand by her 
armies for meat. In the rural districts 
of Ulster the landowners took the op- 
portunity to evict many tenants from 
their land in order to convert this land 
into grazing territory for cattle. To 
facilitate this they helped in the forma- 
tion of the ‘Orange Order’ so that 
Protestants, under the cover of this 
secret society, could terrorise their 
Catholic neighbours into relinquishment 
of their land. The choice was given to 
the Protestants to cither join the order 
or be branded secret supporters of the 
United Irishmen and suffer the Orange 
vengeance. 

Belfast was invaded by thousands of 
dispossessed Catholics. Watched by 
police spies, the English army, and 
secret agents planted by the Orange 
Order, the liberal-minded Protestants 
could do little to help their newly- 
arrived Catholic brothers without being 
branded as secret supporters of the 
United Irishmen. The newly-arrived in- 
flux of Catholics desperately looked for 
a new livelihood. They were willing to 
work for lower wages than Protestant 
workers. Trouble broke out among 
Protestant workers when the Catholics, 
asking for less money, began to compete 


for Protestant jobs. The years passed 
and gradually the Protestant population 
became more and more hostile to the 
Catholic one. Protestants then began to 
join the Orange Order and, as_ this 
society grew, so freedom of thought in 
Belfast gradually gave place to religious 
bigotry, and the ‘Athens of the North 
Died! ! 1’. 

The nationalist struggle persisted in 
sporadic outbursts over the years, fought 
by Protestant reaction and English sol- 
diers, and few of the patriots thought 
of a struggle at a more important level: 
the class struggle of ordinary people for 
the right to control their own ‘fields, fac- 
tories and workshops’ without inter- 
ference by cither Church or State. One 
of the leaders of the ‘Easter Rising’ in 
Dublin during 1916 was James Connolly. 
He organised the Citizens’ Army and 
played a prominent part in the takeover 
and the defence of Dublin GPO. This 
man was a socialist who had seen 
through the falsity and corruption of 
English politicians, and the avarice of 
Irish and English capitalists. What a 
pity it was that he did not see through 
the pretensions of Government and the 
State to the voluntary reorganisation of 
man co-operating in local areas under 
mutual aid principles, unfettered by any 
law except that imposed by an honest 
conscience. However no one can deny 
that there was an integrity and inward 
nobility in his life which persisted at his 
death. After the Dublin GPO was cap- 
tured he was tried and sentenced to death. 
His wounds as yet unhealed, he was taken 
on a stretcher to the execution yard in 


Dublin's Kilmainham jail at dawn on 
May 12, 1916, where he was shot by a 
firing squad. One of the soldiers who 
executed him had this to say: 

They say he was kindly, 

Different too, 

Apart from all the rest, 

A lover of the poor, 

And all shot through, 

His wounds ill drest, 

He came before us, 

Faced us like a man, 

Who knew a deeper pain, 

Than blows or bullets ere the 

world began, 

Died he in Vain? 

Time passed and the Civil War in 1921 
occurred, Souther Ireland forming the 
Irish Republic and becoming to a degree 
politically independent from England, 
Northern Ireland deciding to vote in a 
Unionist Government to maintain direct 
connection with Britain, both maintain- 
ing structures of organised insensitivity 
to working-class demands and_ needs. 
Roman Catholic clergy in the South, and 
Protestant Clergy in the North, both 
helping to maintain Tory Governments 
by blinding the eyes of working people 
to the need for revolution. One clergy- 
man, the most ‘Rev.’ Ian Paisley and his 
brother-in-arms, Major Bunting, has re- 
cently helped to create the emotional 
background in the minds of bigoted reli- 
gious peasants, which could lead to the 
ambush which took place at Bumtollet 
Bridge. One of the ambushed, an Anar- 
chist, wrote this about the events which 
took place at Burntollet: 

Beside a wide flung oak tree, 


A romp I did espy, 

Some old men played, 

A funny game, 

To the tune of a young girl's cry, 

Upon the grass relaxing, 

Like birds about to bite, 

Old women with mouths watering 
watched, 

This most ugly sight. 

A rhapsody of brick and club, 

A rhythm made of shriek, 

The melody was very strange, 

But in Ireland not unique. 


Northern Ireland's past is an example 
of how people with wealth and power, 
backed by the apparatus of the State, 
Police, Law and Army can manipulate 
ordinary people like puppets into posi- 
tions where they can be exploited for the 
benefit of those who ‘breed money on 
money’. At the present stage in the 
evolution of Northern Ireland it is essen- 
tial that we make contact with ordinary 
working people and make clear to them 
the way they have been used in the past, 
and the way their children will be used 
in the future, unless society is revolu- 
tionised by Anarchism. We must not live 
a comfortable life within the Civil Rights 
Movement and we must not be ‘the 
shaggy dog camp followers of Com- 
munists or Reformists’. We must put 
our case for the Anarchist Revolution 
forward at every possible opportunity 
with such vigour and skill that we will 
never be asked— 

‘Are you a Catholic or a Protestant 
Anarchist?’ 


D. H. Firkin. 


Okinawa: 


Keystone of World Liberation 


IHERE IS VERY LITTLE awareness 

in this country of the problems of Oki- 
nawa or of the threats of SEATO (South 
East Asia Treaty Organisation). SEATO 
is symbolic of Western imperialism and 
colonialism in South East Asia while 
Okinawa can be scen as a part of the 
‘Third World’ struggle for freedom. This 
is how Japanese militants see their fight 
to liberate Okinawa. 

The Okinawa islands are off the 
south coast of Japan where a million 
Japanese are living under the military 
government of the United States. The 
US has occupied Okinawa since the end 
of World War II, 24 years ago. Situated 
at the centre of an arc beginning at 
Japan and Korea in the north, to South 
East Asia through Taiwan, Okinawa is a 
convenient advanced base for US 
aggression in Vietnam. Okinawa would 
be of immense value in any aggression 
against the people of China and South 
Korea, particularly since nuclear weapons 
could be stockpiled and used without 
the permission of either the local govern- 
ment or the Japanese government. As 
the training site for guerilla warfare and 
as the centre for intelligence activities in 
South East Asia, Okinawa is of incom- 
parable value to US imperialism. 

Okinawa was under the rule of the 
Japanese government before the war, 
being administered as one of the 43 
prefectures of Japan. Since the US 
military occupation of Okinawa islands, a 
million Okinawans have been deprived of 
their Japanese nationality and have be- 
come stateless. 

Okinawans have been forced to use 
US currency and a person from either 
Okinawa or the Japanese mainland, 
wishing to travel between the islands 
and the mainland, must submit an 
application in English to the US auth- 
orities. Permission is never automati- 
cally granted. The militants of groups 
opposing US policy are never granted 
permission. 

Americans generally refer to Okinawa 
as ‘The Keystone of the Pacific Ocean’. 
This portrays ironically their attitude 
concerning Okinawa. The US has 117 
military bases on Okinawa; the Army 
65, Navy 13, Marine Corps 15 and Air 
Force 24 (as well as 171 American 
military bases in the Japanese mainland). 

These military bases have the following 
functions: 

(i) bases for crushing national libera- 
tion struggle; 

(ii) bases for nuclear strategy; 

(iii) advance and supply bases; 

(iv) intelligence bases for the CSG 
(US Army Composite Service Group). 


It is certain that the US cannot con- 
tinue the war in Vietnam and prepare 
for a new Korean war as they are doing 
right now, without Okinawa. 

Japanese anarchists believe that the 
incomparable importance of Okinawa 
for imperialism means, at the same time, 
the most important centre for world 
liberation and world revolutionary move- 
ments. The Keystone for imperialist 
aggression should be changed to the Key- 
stone for liberation. A free Okinawa 
would be able to show the truth of 
revolution to the world. 

Apart from a few small capitalists 
in Okinawa who are profiteering from 
the US occupation, the mass of 
Okinawans wish to return to Japanese 
rule. 

Their feelings are illustrated in their 
old proverb ‘It is just a matter of course 
that a child goes back to his mother’s 
breast’. But is the solution to the 
problem really so simple? The people 
have been told by communist propa- 
ganda that reversion to Japanese rule 
would answer all their problems. 

It would seem that the Japanese com- 
munists still believe the Japanese Con- 
stitution is a unique one, declaring not to 
have any weapons and never to partici- 
pate in another war, so Okinawans 
should be under the protection of the 
Japanese Constitution rather than the 
proclamations and ordinances of the 
military government of the United States 
which exists in Okinawa today. The com- 
munist slogans: ‘Yankie go home!’, 
‘Return our Hinomaru!’ (Japanese 
national flag), are just nationalism. They 
have no real meaning to the people of 
Okinawa. In fact reversion would simply 
mean delivering Okinawa from US 
imperialism to Japanese imperialism. As 
long as the US/Japan Military Treaty 
prevails, even if Okinawa were under 
Japanese rule, the US would still be 
allowed to maintain its base on Okinawa. 
So, apart from regaining their Japanese 
nationality, in effect, reversion would not 
alter the situation. 

According to communist theory rever- 
sion would limit armaments on Okinawa 
to the same level as in the Japanese 
mainland. This is just an argument used 
to further communist sectarianism, for 
simple reversion will never reduce the 
armaments level, but would probably 
serve to increase the armaments level in 
the mainland to match the present arma- 
ments level in Okinawa. 

It is the intention of both US and 
Japanese imperialists to use both the 
mainland and the islands as a mammoth 
advanced nuclear base. The revision of 


the US/Japan Military Treaty, due in 

1970, will certify this ‘unholy alliance’ as 
fact. 

Japanese anarchists abide no more by 
the Japanese Constitution than any other 
state law, nor even the UN Charter, as 
many communists and deceived liber- 
tarians do. They see the situation in 
Okinawa as essentially a class struggle. 
It is a typical example of class repression 
by imperialism; just as we see the same 
situation in Vietnam and Biafra. The 
communists refuse to analyse the real 
problems of Okinawa because they fear 
a split in the movement for Okinawan 
reversion. They are afraid the move- 
ment will lose its initiative. 

The anarchist goal is the establishment 
of the ‘Free Commune of Okinawa’. 
They would like to see Okinawa in- 
dependent from both Japanese and US 
occupation. The real answer to the 
problem of Okinawa is NOT REVER- 
SION BUT LIBERATION. 

Only self-will on the part of the 
Okinawans can free them from the 
shackles of imperialism. When 50,000 
Okinawans who are working in the US 
military base stop work, the US cannot 
continue its war in Vietnam for one more 
day. The liberation of Okinawa is equal 
to the liberation of a part of Japan, a 
part of Asia, or any part of this world. 
For Japanese anarchists, the fight for 
world revolution begins at Okinawa. 

HirosH! OZEKI. 
(Anarchist Group of Osaka.) 


Continued from page 4 


Palermo Fascists 


However, since the expected event 
failed to materialize, the police took the 
opportunity—using the excuse that they 
had to make investigations—to pick on 
the youngest of our comrades so that 
their frightened parents would persuade 
them to return to ‘the straight and 
narrow’. 

The stupidity of this idea was shown 
by the composed and determined ati 
tudes of the arrested boys and 
families. So the whole incident has 
one more occasion when the ‘org 
repression’ have been shown up 
sively beaten back in their latest 
to meet ideas with force—the 
every State—with intimidati 
violence. 

PALERMO ANARCE 
Umanitd Nova, 7. 
Trans, D.P. 


But we think you ought to know 


Ts MINISTRY of Employment and 
Productivity has appointed a ‘Special 
Investigator’ at its Bristol office to in- 
vestignte cases of ‘suspected fraud’ in 
the Region, which comprises Cornwall, 
Devon and Somerset. This is revealed 
by an internal memorandum, No. R.O. 
95 (Rey.) which has come into the 
hands of One and All.* The circular 
is signed by W. D. Scott, Regional Con- 
troller, and dated April 1969. 

The Investigator’s existence and func- 
tion was to be kept secret from the 
public. Paragraph 11 of the document 
states: ‘It is desirable that the Special 
Investigator and his function should not 
become gencrally known, and in any 
subsequent proceedings he should not 
appear in court unless his first-hand 
evidence is essential to the successful 
conduct of the case.’ However, One and 
All believes that the increasing tendency 
towards the use of their own detectives 
by the various agencies of the State 
should be exposed and challenged. This 
man’s appointment has not been dis- 
cussd in Parliament, the alleged watchdog 
of the citizen’s liberty. Or, as the 
circular puts it: ‘The Special Investigator 
will hold no special statutory or other 
powers such as would entitle him, for 
example, to enter premises or to demand 
the production of records.’ (Para. 8.) 

His way of working will not be so 


direct as this. Instead (para. 5): ‘Nor- 
mally the duties of the Special In- 
vestigator will concern specific cases of 
suspected fraud. However, the 
officer will also be available to follow up 
and probe cases, where although there 
are no precise circumstances pointing 
directly to fraud, there may nevertheless 
be indications that opportunities for 
fraud exist and raise suspicion that fraud 
may be taking place. For example 
although no definite allegation has been 
received, a Manager may have reason to 
think that fraud may be prevalent in 
his area by persons working in street 
markets, window cleaning, scrap col- 
lecting or other forms of casual employ- 
ment; or the appearance or dress of an 
individual or his frequent lateness in 
attending to sign the unemployment 
register may create a suspicion that he 
is working. Such cases may involve 
prolonged and discreet enquiries by 
someone not generally known in the 
district.’ 

This paragraph provides a revealing 
insight into the bureaucratic mind. How 
much more satisfying the world would 
be if there where no casual workers; 
if persons did not work in street markets, 
or at such individualistic forms of em- 
ployment as window cleaning or scrap 
metal collecting! If everyone dressed 
cleanly, neatly but in the properly thread- 


bare clothes of the ‘deserving poor’. If 
the poor lined up for their dole at the 
appointed moment with the decorum and 
promptitude of those who know that they 
are lucky to receive anything from the 
hands of the benevolent State! 

In fact, of course, not only is unem- 
ployment benefit ours by right, but we 
have paid for it many times over through 
our insurance stamps and taxes. (Every- 
one pays taxes, through indirect taxation, 
even if they are too poor to be taxed 
directly.) So-called ‘fraud’ relating to 
unemployment benefit consists most fre- 
quently of the results of muddle and 
ignorance; people, particularly those who 
through lack of education or plain stu- 
pidity (?) cannot understand the bureau- 
crats’ rules and regulations, often make 
mistakes in filling in forms. It is a 
common human failing. Yet a simple 
error on a form could lead to ‘prolonged 
and discreet enquiries’ by a Ministry 
Special Investigator. This, in more 
direct terminology, means spying. He 
is going to pry into your private life; 
turn the milkman, the publican, the 
grocer into informers, your neighbours 
into gossips. 

Nevertheless, you may say, this ap- 
paratus is necessary to catch the real 
criminals who do exist and who steal 
society’s money. The objection to this 
is manifest. The whole elaborate system 


ANALYSIS OF PREJUDICE 


RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN ENG- 
LAND by W. W. Daniel. Pelican Books, 
6/-. 


CLOSE ages, if there are to be any, 
which is by no means certain, will 
regard the twentieth century as the age 
when people were persecuted for reasons 
of race, instead of for reasons of 
religion, as in former times. 

In the autumn of 1966 the Race 
Relations Board and the National Com- 
mittee for Commonwealth Immigrants 
sponsored a study to assess the degree 
of discrimination in fields not covered 
by the Race Relations Act. This covers 
a wide area indeed, and includes employ- 
ment, housing, insurance, credit facilities 
and financial services. The survey was 
carried out by Political and Economic 
Planning (or PEP) and Research Services 
Ltd. The results of the survey are now 
published in book form, and mighty 
depressing the result is. 

(I apologise for using words like 
‘depressing’, ‘discouraging’ and so on, in 
every review I write, but it just is that 
sort of world.) 

The book is mainly concerned with 


prejudice against dark-skinned people. 
Hungarians, Cypriots and other white 
foreigners are not victimised to the same 
extent, and their children may pass for 
English. Negroes suffer worst of all. 
Indians have it a little better. There is 
a widespread belief that the Indians have 
had an ancient civilisation, whereas the 
Negroes have always been savages (which 
incidentally as far as the Negroes are 
concerned is not truc), at least I have 
often encountered this attitude. 

Of course not all those non-Europeans 
who come to work in England feel dis- 
criminated against. Those who come 
prepared to do some lowly kind of job, 
send money home to their family and 
finally return to their land of origin, may 
wonder what all the fuss is about. 

Said one immigrant when questioned, 
‘Why disappointed? I have a job. I 
earn money which is sufficient for needs. 
Disappointed I will be if I had no job 
and my family life does not remain calm 
and quiet. I came here to carn money 
and I earn money.’ 

But another said, ‘I knew there was 
work in Britain. I came here for a 
labourer’s job. If you are a labourer and 


People s Democracy 


Spreads 


ANY ENGLISH COMRADES will 
remember Lurgan on the first stop 
on the Belfast-Dublin Easter road. 
Lurgan was one of the successes of the 
march, owing its success firstly to a fuzz 
balls up and secondly to an enthusiastic 
Lurgan people, prepared for militant 
action if their rights were denied. 

Since then, Lurgan has not come out 
with any coherent local demands or local 
plan of action (¢.g. when Derry street 
fighting brought people all over the 
north onto the street, the people of 
Lurgan took the town centre and held 
it for some time) to influence their own 
course of action. 


This lack of self-generating activity 
has been due to: 

1. A basically Green Tory CRA 
committee consisting of prominent 
society folk and blue shirts, This com- 
mittee has all too readily accepted the 
CRA executives’ proposals to lay off for 
six weeks and alongside many other com- 
mittees (¢.g. North Tyrone, Armagh) 
has reassumed its Rip Van Winkle 
posture, refusing to have open public 
meetings, preferring to run concerts to 
raise money to support their in- 
Surrection. 

2. This issue in Lurgan has long been 
disguised by a low unemployment level 
(by Ni standards) and by no real 
shortage of housing. 

However, Jocal discontent with their 


inactive CRA has now resulted in the 
formation of a Lurgan PD which looks 
certain to eclipse the more sedentary 
CR body. On Monday, June 2, over 150 
enthusiastic people inaugurated their own 
organisation, free from statutory com- 
mittees and bureaucratic deadwood. 
Guests from Belfast PD were very well 
received and suggestions of direct action 
against the discriminatory council 
accepted unanimously. 


First action will be on housing, prob- 
ably in conjunction with tenants’ associa- 
tions. Just outside Derrytrassna there 
stand cight council houses, structurally 
sound, but without running water or 
toilets for sixteen years. They are owned 
by the Craigarian Commission. Sixteen 
years with dry toilets encourages a 
charitable attitude and the suggestion 
that a present should be sent to some 
of the Commission members of the 
readily available home-made fertilizer 
was well received. As one lady put it, 
‘If they shit on us for sixteen years, 
we'll return the compliment’. 


Grass roots activity on housing should 
therefore soon get off the ground. As 
for previous satisfaction with the 
employment situation, workers are begin- 
ning to realise that all is not well in 
the set up where the Government not 
only imports the industrialists but also 
imports particular unions to be imposed 
upon the unwilling people. 


BOOK REVIEW 


content to be one you are happy in this 
country. If you look for anything better 
you will be unhappy and discontented. 
The living standards are better and I am 
satisfied.’ 

Even though one may be contented 
to live like an urban Thoreau, it must 
be difficult to cope with rebuffs of this 
sort. 

‘Even in the buses they won't sit 
against you, They stand up or move 
away. They don’t want to live near us 
and when we move in they move away. 
They don’t speak to us.” 

Or again, ‘I was hurt in a smash. The 
police came but refused to take me to 
hospital in his car, saying “I won't take 
this coloured in my car”. People look 
at you on the roadside saying “blackie 
bastard”.’ 

Defenders of racial segregation, in my 
experience, will tell you that between 
black and white there is an instinctive 
hostility. However there must be an 
instinctive hostility between white and 
white too if this be true, for although 
immigrants from the Mediterranean and 
Eastern Europe may achieve acceptance, 
the impeccably Aryan and Indo- 
European gypsies are victimised as 
viciously as Negroes, while the Jews are 
still not really accepted, as the anti- 
semitic outbursts at the time of the recent 
Arab-Isracli war have shown. 

Open this book at any page and out 
come trotting the weary old clichés. 
One can even hear the psuedo-genteel 
voice of the petit-bourgeois social 
climber, who is not all that sure of his 
own status in the social order, but here 
I am becoming racist myself! 

‘Indians fit betier in offices. They look 
like us, they are just a bit darker. Quite 
often they just look like a dark Eurepean. 
But some of these blacks are quite 
different.’ 

Or again, ‘We only employ Indians at 
staff level. This isn’t deliberate, I assure 
you. But the staff realise that Indians 
are really okay—nice, cultured, intel- 
ligent.” 

And so home to the nice little semi- 
detached, with the gnome-haunted garden 
and the set of plaster ducks on the dining 
room wall. 

Some would like to have us believe 
either (a) that racial prejudice is a 
characteristic of the snobbish bourgeoisie, 
or (b) that it is a characteristic of the 
uneducated proletarians. Unfortunately 
it seems to be about equally spread over 
all social classes. One may hear men 
who have been to university expressing 
opinions which are on the level of the 
belief that toads carry jewels in their 
heads, when discussing Negroes, Jews 
and gypsies. While sturdy working men, 
the type you would imagine to be models 
for those statues so popular in the Soviet 
Union and elsewhere a few years ago, 
come out with the same abysmal rubbish. 
While no one at all is worse than the 
disillusioned left-wing intellectual, who 
has patronised some black person and 
not received the gratitude he expected. 

This little book is a picture of England. 
Read it and love your country. 


A.W.U. 


of checks, counterchecks and now secret 
policemen to prevent ‘fraud’ in the wel- 
fare services can only catch the tiniest 
little fish. The big ones, as ever, get 
away. It would be very hard to devise 
a system that could defraud the Em- 
ployment Exchanges of more than a 
few pounds a week. Anyone with the 
brain to do so would not bother—they 
would try a different, more profitable 
game. 

The people who do cheat society of 
vast amounts of money are not caught 
by any laws. Remember the Ferranti 
affair? In 1963 the Ferranti company 
overcharged the Ministry of Aviation 
to such an extent that they eventually 
agreed, after a wrangle, to return 
£4,250,000, still leaving themselves with 
21%, profit. This criminal exercise makes 
your small-time man who dares to draw 
unemployment benefit while working at 
a job look rather pathetic. Or consider 
Harry Hyams, the property speculator 
who built a vast office block (‘Centre 
Point’) in Central London. It is still 
empty—not because he couldn't let it, 
Ddut because he is waiting for rents to 
go even higher before he claims his 
bonanza. So far his estimated profit 
is £14 million. This wealth must have 
come from somewhere: it comes from 
society—you, me and Cousin Jack who 
do the productive work and maintain 
these parasites on our backs. 

And yet the State sees fit to intro- 
duce yet another ‘Special Investigator’ to 
keep the ordinary people in line. Para- 
graph 9 reveals the existence of similar 
spices in the Department of Health and 


All Powe 
lo ihe Pe 


(This is a general Icaflet soon to be issued 
by the Cornwall Anarchists and intended 
mainly for politically concerned people.) 


HOW MUCH LONGER WILL PEOPLE 


TOLERATE GOVERNMENTS? 


OVERNMENTS are the greatest 

criminals of all. Throughout the 
world this truth is more apparent every 
day: killings, invasions, deportations, 
massive infringements of liberty, brutal 
police forces. All in the name of ‘Law 
and Order’, all to uphold the power of 
government. 

And throughout the world the people 
are in revolt. Vietnam, Czechoslovakia, 
United States, France, Germany, South 
America, Japan. There are few countries 
which have not felt the stirrings of re- 
sistance by ordinary men and women as 
they see their lives interfered with by 
government. Whatever the justification 
for the interference, whether it be to put 
down ‘counter-revolutionaries’ or to stifle 
‘enemies of democracy’, the real motive 
is sickeningly clear, The men who have 
power, the governments, want to keep 
that power, and will use as much force 
as is necessary to retain it 


HOW MUCH LONGER WILL WE 
TOLERATE GOVERNMENTS? 


Here, as elsewhere, the problem is 
acute. Cornwall could be a rich and 
prosperous district for all its inhabitants 
Yet it is not. The economic system we 
have imposed upon us, backed up by the 
coercive power of government, is so anti- 
quated, unjust and inefficient that in the 
midst of plenty Cornwall is desperately 
poor. 

To be sure, the shareholders of Hol- 
man Brothers or English China Clays are 
not poor. Nor will be the German, 
Canadian and South African financiers 
who will reap the profits of the new tin 
mines. But unless radical action is taken 
the community will see little of the pros- 
perity which could belong to all. 


WHY SHOULD OTHER PEOPLE 
CONTROL YOUR LIFE? 


At the moment our way of life is 
dictated by politicians and bureaucrats 
300 miles away in Whitehall. They en- 
force a capitalist economic system and 
make laws in its defence. They, or their 
puppet local authorities, control educa- 
tion, health, foreign relations, transport, 
employment, and every other important 
aspect of our lives. 

Thanks to them we have near us the 
Nancekuke gas warfare factory, protected 
against enquiry from Cornish citizens by 
the most claborate security precautions. 


Social Security (the NAB): ‘The Grade | 
Investigation Officer will maintain a close 
working relationship with the Special 
Investigation Officers of DHSS so that 
information of mutual interest can be 
passed on and views exchanged as to the 
technique, methods and sources of in- 
formation which from experience have 
been found to be best suited to investi- 
gation of different types of suspected 
fraud.” 

There is nothing surprising about all 
this. Undoubtedly this particular ‘Special 
Investigator’, which One and All is by 
good fortune able to expose to public 
gaze, is one of very many unknown, 
faceless men maintained by the State 
bureaucracy to keep an eye on us. The 
yast computer complex at Newcastle con- 
tains details of everyone—our idiosyn- 
crasies, whether we are prone to under- 
take ‘casual employment’ or indulge in 
window-cleaning, street selling or scrap 
metal collecting. It is in the nature 
of ANY State, whether ‘capitalist’ or 
‘communist’, to breed such bureaucracies, 
systems of control, spy-networks with 
which to watch and regulate its citizens. 
Meanwhile the real criminals, the Fer- 
rantis and the Hyams, not only slip 
through the net but indeed have Govern- 
ment honours heaped upon them. 

Such is the nature of modern socicty; 
such is the system we must oppose and 
destroy. The Ministry of Employment 
Special Investigator is just one of its 
nastier manifestations. 

*One and All (No. 3), 6d., from Six 

Chimneys, Bolenowe, Troon, Camborne, 

Cornwall. Tel. Camborne 3061. 


Thanks to them most of our primary 
schools were built in the last century. 
Thanks to them Cornwall is starved of 
cultural life, gives a bare living to most 
of its people and shows the typical 
features of a colonised country. 

Thanks to them—or thanks to us? 
Isn't it time we did something about it? 

‘Internal self-government’ on the pat- 
tern of Northern Ircland is no solution. 
Devolution of political power without 
revolutionary social and economic change 
mercly gives greater license to the current 
exploiters: government by landed gentry 
in Truro is hardly an improvement on 
government by distant bureaucrats in 
Whitehall 

It is only when people take power for 
themselves, control the factories, work- 
shops and farms where they work and 
the communities where they live, and 
refuse to allow coercion from outside: 
only then will we approach a sane and 
just society. Better education and com- 
munications are showing ordinary people 
that they are capable of managing their 
own affairs, and capable of doing it ina 
far more sensible, equitable and pleasant 
way than things are managed now. 

Anarchists demand the abolition of all 
governments, near or far, strong or weak, 
‘democratic’, ‘communist’ or ‘fascist’, 

Anarchists demand the abolition of 
private or State ownership of the coun- 
try’s resources which should be used for 
the benefit of all and run by the people 
themselves. 

Anarchists demand that in place of the 
present system of economic and physical 
coercion, people should be free: free to 
associate to provide the necessities and 
luxuries of life; free to live their lives to 
the full; free to develop towards the 
peaceful, just and joyfully creative society 
that everyone dreams of but few will 
fight to gain. 

We know that no social progress has 
ever been made without a struggle. 

Existing political structures, the farce 
of voting, parties, and Parliament itself, 
have been shown to be effective means 
of preventing fundamental change. That 
the glorious vision of the early Socialists 
should have ended in the present ‘Labour’ 
government is sad evidence for this. 

We know that no one who has power 
will voluntarily relinquish it and that 
throughout, the world the old rulers are 
reacting with desperate violence to pre- 
serve their position. 

Anarchists do not bother with out- 
dated political systems. We believe change 
tag when people make it come, 
Ee tata action and if necessary revo- 


CORNWALL ANARCHISTS. 
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Leeds Engineers’ Dispute 


Fight on! at 
Monkbridge 


THE VARIOUS antics of Russian 

and American ‘space probes’ 
have received massive publicity in 
recent weeks. But ‘rockets’ have 
been ‘going up’ in Leeds too—at the 
engineering works of Monkbridge 
Iron and Steel! 

Around Christmas last year a 
group of militants decided to form 
a branch of ASTMS at the factory, 
to encompass all members of staff 
(technical, scientific and managerial). 
Recruitment to the union was en- 
couraging, but hampered to some 
extent by the attitudes of some of 
the men. These attitudes—connected 
with ideas of ‘professional dignity’ 
—are often typical of white collar 
workers. It looked as though build- 
ing a strong membership was going 
to be a long hard slog for the 
militants. 

At this stage, however, the bosses 
decided to try to smash the union 
before it became too strong. A 


Gontact Column 


This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. r 


Students coming to Manchester and 
district next term—anarchists, liber- 
tarians or squatters—write to Man- 
chester Anarchist Group or Univer- 
sity Libertarian Group (addresses in 
AEB list) for details of meetings and 
activity. 


HEAR THE SQUATIERS’ CASE. 
Families and supporters will answer 
questions. Sunday, July 27, 7.30 p.m. 
Freedom Meeting Hall, 84B White- 
chapel High Street, E.1. 


Oppose Germ Warfare. The Chemical 
Biological Warfare Action Group 
are campaigning against the manu- 
facture and use of chemical warfare 
agents. Contact: 77 High Street, 
Penge, S.E.20. Tel. SYD 0940. 

Schools Anarchists. Meetings on Fridays, 
July 25, August 1, 8 and 15, will be 
at 133 Haden Court, Seven Sisters 
Road (opp. Astoria Cinema. Fins- 
bury Park tube), London, N.4, at 
7.30 p.m. Then will resume at adver- 
tised address. 

Mike’s Stall at the Magic Village, Crom- 
ford Court, Manchester: Libertarian 
and ‘underground’ papers. Most 
evenings. 

Exhibition of Sculpture by Pete Ray- 
mond. The form of the exhibition 
and the sculpture is meant to be of 
social use. Journey to ‘Journey’, 66 
Bridge Street, Cardiff, August 4-16. 
Children’s Festival—Saturday, July 
26, from 10.30 a.m. all day. Puppets, 
sculptures, mazes, inflatables. 

Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo. Oppose bla- 
tant militarist propaganda. Help 
leaflet. Contact: Gwyneth Williams, 

17 Insole Gardens, Llandaff, Cardiff. 

Anyone with van for hire cheaply or free 
loan to ferry children down to Corn- 
wall please contact: Dennis Gould 
at Six Chimneys, Bolenowe, Troon, 
Camborne, Cornwall. 

British IWW? Chicago has okayed. Con- 
tact Wobblies, c/o Freedom Press. 

Anarchist Group meets Mondays, 7 p.m., 
at ‘Two Chairmen’, Warwick House 
Street, off Trafalgar Square. And 
then they go elsewhere. 

Lift needed, for couple and quiet dog to 
International Camp. Share expenses. 
Bob Blakeman, 116 Hassal Street, 
Newcastle, Staffs. 

Birmingham discussions. Every Tuesday 
8 p.m. at the Arts Lab, Summer Lane 
(Not the Crown). ‘ 

Peace News. Six weeks trial offer for 5/-. 
5 Caledonian Road, N.1. % 

International Summer Camp. July 27- 
August 23 in Cornwall. £1 booking 
fees to Ann Lindsay, 39 Upper Tulse 
Hill, London, S.W.2. Information 


leaflet and map now available. 


variety of tactics—often only thinly 
disguised—were therefore employed 
to try and split the men. Each 
attempt backfired and resulted in 
ever-increasing numbers of men 
rushing to join the union. 

By May of this year the ASTMS 
branch was firmly established with 
a strong membership. The militants 
immediately slapped in a demand 
for increases in shift working allow- 
ances, which the bosses turned 
down. The normal procedural chan- 
nels having been exhausted, token 
strike actions were executed, and an 
overtime ban instigated. They were 
waiting for the go-ahead for an 
unlimited strike, when the whole of 
the shop floor walked out on un- 
official strike in support of a wage 
demand. This walk-out was so solid 
that even the bog cleaners came out! 

The bosses then made an offer to 
the ASTMS men which could only 
be described as puerile! However, 
the men decided that under the 


circumstances they would continue 


work while they studied the propo- 
sals. As the shop floor is out solid 
the ASTMS men have no work to 
do, and are collecting full wages!! 

When St.John Binns (district 
official AEF) made a plea for a re- 
turn to work to the 900 engineers 
he was greeted with ‘an angry chorus 
of jeers and boos’. Apparently, the 
men have not forgotten what has 
happened on past occasions when 
they have returned to work ‘pending 
negotiations between union and 
management. The men’s attitude 
to this official is encouraging, as it 
perhaps indicates that the men have 
realised where their true power lies 
—NOT in union officials, but in 
THEMSELVES. 

Monetary support is coming from 
the men in the Sheffield branch of 
the firm, and industrial action has 
been offered if it is necessary. 

The workers at Monkbridge must 
be alert to the possibility that the 
bosses will try to attach productivity 
strings to any deal which is made. 
Productivity ONLY works for the 
bosses. It is their method of taking 
back any gains the workers may 


make. 
Tue Leeps Group. 
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ONE AGAIN London Transport has 
gone over on to the attack and 
the rank and file have been forced to 
take defensive action. 

After their major betrayal by the 
TGWU, the London busworkers had 
good reason to enter this latest battle 
with the LTB with the air of defeat. 
When the TGWU signed away the jobs 
of 30,000 workers in the bus industry 
without even bothering to refer the 
subject back to the branches, the workers 
knew that in any fresh struggle they would 
be fighting in isolation. The London 
bus industry is being stripped clean of 
workers, machines and social services in 
preparation for the sell-out to the GLC 
and when the boys at County Hall take 
over they will be able to operate a 
London transport system where the 
morale and social service is at its lowest 
point in its history. 


BUSES— 


For Workers Control 
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they could not stomach the LTB's latest 
demands, But the LTB was now making 
the running and they were indifferent and 
for weeks the new schedules hung on the 
garage walls waiting for July 19 as the 
day they came into operation. 

For 12/- on the basic wage and an 


A Social Servic 


When the TGWU, without reference 
to the workers involved, signed away the 
jobs of 30,000 bus conductors it was 
apparent that they had taken the fighting 
heart out of their compulsory member- 
ship; for within weeks of that judas 
agreement, garage after garage tore down 
the duty rosters for the bus conductors 
as the garages went over to One Man 
Operated buses. And all for a few 
miserable shillings. 

The LTB understandably believed that 
they had the rank and file at their mercy 
and the plans for the axing of another 
10,000 jobs was not even expected to be 
challenged. Yet part of the sour joke 
of this vicious business is that when 
the plans filtered out it became known 
that the jobs of 4,000 drivers were due 
to go down the industrial drain, as well. 
Many a man holding a PSV_ licence 
who chose to keep quiet when his con- 
ductor was offered the choice of com- 
pulsory transfer or the door, must now 
be wishing that he had had the guts 
to stand up and be counted, But de- 
featism took over and the local union 
representatives openly talked of the end 
of bus conductors jobs within a year or 
so. 

The 15 years of guaranteed work that 
the LTB had promised was whittled 
down to 12 years and now there is not 
one rank and file worker that can believe 
that one year from now he will be 
working in the same garage. 

On July 9 the delegate conference was 
recalled to face up to the LTB’s latest 
demands regarding the six months’ old 
pay claim and the delegates had no 
option but to throw out the LTB 
demands. The 72 delegates now included 
the country services, and men from the 
green belt, who because of geographical 
isolation had in the past been prepared 
to eat shit, found a new courage for even 


extra weck’s holiday in the winter the 
LTB demanded that the rank and file 
should hand over a blank signed agree- 
ment that the LTB would fill in at its 
leisure. What was promised was that 
400 buses would be taken off the roads 
on Sundays; there should be major cuts 
in the weekly bus services; routes that run 
along the line of UndergrounD services 
should be eliminated; and that 90 seater 
double-decker one-man operated buses 
should be worked. There are two rest 
days in God and the LTB weck of 
seven days and about once a month one 
of these Rest Days would fall on a 
Sunday. It was this Sunday working 
day, paid for at time and a half, that 
made up the average wage that the LTB 
loved to hawk around in the large print 
on the posters that they littered the buses 
with, and the bus worker is now faced 
with the lunatic situation that because of 
a massive cut in Sunday services the 
worker will lose a £1 a week—and all for 
a 12/- rise. 

We have now arrived at the fantastic 
position wherein the overpaid operators 
of the public transport system of one 
of the greatest capitals of the western 
world are demanding that the workers 
shall operate the Sunday bus service on 
a voluntary overtime basis. The LTB 
will point to their offer of 17/- on the 
basic wage but this con trick merely 
means that the rank and file accept the 
LTB productivity demands willingly or 
unwillingly according to the cash. But 
what is not in dispute is that the LTB 
are determined to put their manpower 
cuts into immediate operation. The 
rank and file are demanding a £1 a week 
on the basic wage, 12/- London weight- 
ing allowance for the higher cost of 
living in London and a S-hour work 
shift for Sunday workings. The LTB 
has rejected these claims out of hand. 
They claim that the S-hour duties on a 


Sunday will cost them £1,000,000 a year 
and that they will only pay a 12/6 extra 
in four months time. Literally pay now 
pay later for the worker. 

For the conductor there is the smell 
of treason in the air for in number 18 
of the LTB propaganda sheets, that the 


ut Stake 


LTB has .rushed out for the waiting 
press, there is not one single reference 
to the future or the welfare of the con- 
ductors and 20,000 men and women 
see themselves again being sold down 
the river as they were on the last 
occasion when the LTB and the TGWU 
touched toes under the same table. 

It is a vicious business and the London 
rank and file have taken the only action 
that they can at this moment: a ban on 
overtime for a third of London’s buses. 
It was once fashionable for the LTB to 
whine that the overtime ban ‘hits the 
public harder’ but the time for this cant- 
ing crap is long past. It is the LTB 
who are smashing it as a social service 
while the overtime kings and the self- 
pitying middle-class are not worth a 
moment's consideration by the men. 

It is the overtime kings who constantly 
snivel for a work to rule for they want 
to battle but not to bleed. We have a 
duty to the old, the young and the sick 
and to our fellow workers but not to 
the editorial columns of the right-wing 
press. We the rank and file bus workers 
are fighting for our economic and social 
existence and we have no friends only 
committed fellow workers. 

As a society we are going through 
the second industrial revolution. In that 
first industrial revolution an entire 
generation of the working class was 
sacrificed that this country could become 
an industrial power. Once again this 
nation is going through an industrial 
revolution as old crafts, trades and com- 
munities are sacrificed to the demands 
of labour saving productivity. Until 
we take over the control of our own 
destinies, not for our own personal well- 
being but for the good of each and 
every one of us, we shall be always on 
the losing side. 

ATHUR MOYSE. 
(Slightly shortened.—€Ds.) 
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Port Talbot Steel Strike 


HIRTEEN HUNDRED blastfurnace- 

men at the British Steel Corporation's 
Abbey & Margam Works at Port Talbot 
have been on unofficial strike for three 
weeks. Much to the consternation of 
their union, the National Union of Blast- 
furnacemen, the strikers have defied their 
officials at seven mass meetings and 
voted to remain on strike. On occasions 
their meetings have been stormy and 
Jim Barry, the General Secretary of the 
Union, and other officials have been 
booed and jeered at by the men. 


STRIKERS’ CASE 


The strikers’ grievance is over a pay 
award they feel they should have received, 
but which has been withheld by the 
managements. The following is the Strike 
Committee's statement on its stand: “We 
men of No. 1 Lodge, with the support 
of Nos. 2 and 3 Lodges of the NUB have 
withdrawn our labour because of the 
Steel Company of Wales's decision to 
refuse to pay us the recent national 
award, : 

‘The Steel Company, with the backing 
of the British Steel Corporation, is refus- 
ing to implement the award for the 
Jower-paid workers at Port Talbot. 

‘This decision has precipitated the 
strike. The refusal to give the national 
award means refusing to increase the 
minimum wage for the lower-paid worker 
at Port Talbot from £12 Is. Sd. to 
£13 1s. 6d. for a 40-hour week.’ 


This same award has been given in 
every other BSC plant and has only been 
withheld by the Port Talbot management. 
Before nationalisation this plant had 
negotiated separately from the other 
employers ever since 1957. They have 
continued to do this since nationalisation 
and therefore claim that they do not 
have to pay the recent national agree- 
ment award made with the BSC. 

This situation of different pay rates is 
one that is often condemned by the 
employers who favour rationalisation in 
payments and yet under the terms of the 
newly renationalised steel industry, this 
has been allowed to happen. Of course it 
shows that little has changed since the 
State took over and that the conditions 
and well-being of the workers in the 
industry come second to economic re- 
quirements, Nationalised industries are 
just as concerned about keeping wage 
rates down as any private employer and, 
furthermore, they are not so concerned 
about the loss of production. We are 
often seeing ‘exports lost’ because the 
employers will not pay the demands of 
the workers at the time, but meeting 
them at a later date. Yet it is the worker 
taking industrial action who is blamed. 


What is at stake is not just a pay 
demand, which can be easily met, but an 
assertion that the people concerned in an 
industry want some say, some control, 
over the decisions that affect them. The 
men are bitter and resentful towards both 


their union and employer, for they did 
not get the increase they feel is rightly 
theirs. This feeling stems not just from 
this dispute but also from instances in 
the past when greasers waited five years 
for an increase, of 12 mates who are 
excluded from the 2$d. per hour ‘dirt 
money’ award and of the need to take 
management to arbitration to establish 
productivity payments for riggers.* 
*From the Financial Times. 


BLACKLEG LABOUR 


If the strike goes on for much longer, 
it will affect production in the car indus- 
try. A stock of four weeks’ supply of 
sheet metal is usually kept and the holi- 
day period should help to alleviate the 
position. Steel production has been 
halved ,and the laying off of other wor- 
kers is expected soon. However, some 
blastfurnaces have been kept in produc- 
tion by the blackleg labour of staff 
workers. While solidarity between ‘white’ 
and ‘blue’ collar men is bad, that between 
the furnacemen themselves is excellent. 
Under the national agreement only the 
lower-paid blastfurnacemen were due to 
get the £1 per week increase, but 1,300 
are on strike when only 140 of them will 
gain anything if they are successful. 

Workers in the steel industry have the 
common problem of redundancies which 
affects all plants. Although the BSC 
plans to increase production, they intend 
to do this with a smaller labour force 
for the Government and the users of 
stecl want a competitive and efficient 
industry not only to supply the needs of 
this country, but also for export. Steel 
is in short supply at present and manu- 
facturers are crying out for more. New 


methods of production are being intro- 
duced to meet this need, while expansion 
plans have been announced at Scun- 
thorpe. However, despite this and further 
expansion plans, less men will be needed 
than are at present employed. 

This is the real reason for nationalisa- 
tion for the State can carry out this 
huge plan of rationalisation and reorgan- 
isation much better than a lot of indivi- 
dual companies. But State ownership 
does not serve the people of this country 
and the workers in that industry, but the 
manufacturing firms who need steel so 
badly. This is ‘socialist planning’—mak- 
ing the capitalist system of profit more 
profitable. 


TUC INTERVENTION 


Blastfurnacemen at Port Talbot feel 
that they have a sound case. The way 
they treated their union shows they have 
no confidence in their officials to gain 
their claim. The strikers have now asked 
for outside help from the TUC. Whether 
they will win the claim remains to be 
seen, but certainly the strikers have a 
good case. The Finance and General 
Purpose Committee of the TUC meets on 
Monday to decide on what action to 
take. Probably they will set up an inqui 
by its Disputes Committee under its Sew 
dain from the Government. 
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feel justified in their claim and an binuire 
may well prove them right, for the tenis 
of the stand of the Port Talbot manage 
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